
Acts 5:17-42
THE SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY OF JESUS OVER HIS CHURCH 



Gospel influence produces opposition from 
governing authorities (5:17-18) 

u The high priest in Israel (Annas), who is part of the majority Sadducee wing 
of the Sanhedrin, is determined to squash the Jesus-honoring uprising that is 
flourishing

u The Sadducees are jealous because the popularity of the gospel and the 
church are growing in Jerusalem

u Jealousy is a greater motivator than truth for these Jewish leaders 



Supernatural power provides for faithful 
followers of Jesus (5:19-21) 

u The Lord puts His power on display by springing his people from prison with 
angelic power

u By the command of the Lord, gospel ministry on the temple grounds 
continues

u Life in and through the gospel of Jesus is to be the focus of their 
communication
u John 1:4 
u 1 John 1:1–2 

u The apostles don’t hesitate or waver
u Sharing the gospel life of Jesus is their passion



Authorities prepare a display of power that 
the Lord undercuts (5:21b-25) 

u Poised to display their power, through pomp and circumstance, the 
Sanhedrin assembles their court and sends officers of the court to the prison 
for the Apostles

u The Apostles lead the church right back to the temple to meet needs and 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ



Apostles carefully rounded up and 
interrogated (5:26-28) 

u Knowing the growing popularity of the Apostles and the church, the Jewish authorities 
don’t want to become victims of reprisal

u On their turf with their court convened, they now assume the positions of power and 
authority they intend to reestablish

“We strictly charged you not to teach in this name”
u Following their previous arrest after healing the crippled man and sharing the gospel in the 

temple courts, the Sanhedrin commanded them to cease and desist 
u Acts 4:18 

u Since that time, the Apostles and the church continued to speak the word of the Lord with 
boldness

“yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching”
u The idea behind filling Jerusalem with the teaching of Jesus is the idea of a cup brimming 

over
u The gospel of Jesus Christ is overflowing in the city of Jerusalem



Apostles carefully rounded up and 
interrogated (5:26-28) 

“and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon us”
u They falsely accused and condemned Jesus
u Now they want to distance themselves from the responsibility

u Matthew 27:24–25 
u They desired to be rid of Jesus
u Little did they know this was the divine plan from before time

u Romans 8:29 
u The authorities want all teaching in the name of Jesus stopped



God’s authority supersedes and rebukes 
governing authority (5:29-32) 

29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.
u Peter, with the support of the Apostles, make it clear who they will obey
u What the Jewish authorities require is neither good nor godly
u “We must obey God rather than men.”
u The Apostles make it clear what the determination of followers of Jesus must be
u We are commanded to go and share, and we can do nothing else
30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.
u The Apostles refuse to allow the Jewish authorities any distance from responsibility
u “whom you killed by hanging him on a tree”
u Truth is truth and His blood is on their hands

u Acts 2:23 
u Acts 4:10



God’s authority supersedes and rebukes 
governing authority (5:29-32) 

31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior
u The Apostles do not hesitate to proclaim and submit to Jesus as their divine authority
u “Leader” - ἀρχηγός (archēgos) – ruler, prince

u Acts 2:36
u “Savior” – they are not looking to themselves and their performance, but solely to the provision 

of Jesus
to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins 
u The mercy of God grants repentance and forgiveness as gifts of gospel grace to all those 

convicted of sin and driven to Jesus alone as Savior
u Peter calls everyone, the Sanhedrin included, to repentance and to seek forgiveness 
32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 
obey him.
u Repentance and forgiveness are what we need and what we must share as the message of 

gospel hope in Jesus
u Only the Holy Spirit inspires and empowers obedience



Murderous desire assuaged with historic 
examples and physical punishment (5:33-40) 

u Self-righteous authorities do not take kindly to being called to repentance 
and to seek forgiveness in the work of a Savior outside of themselves

u The hostility is so heated, many on the Sanhedrin what to kill the Apostles
u A respected member of the Sanhedrin name Gamaliel, a Pharisee, requests 

a private meeting with the Council
u He encourages them to simmer down
u He gives two historic examples of uprising that came to nothing

u The men of the Sanhedrin calm down and accept the advice of Gamaliel
u God works in mysterious ways His wonders to perform and His people to 

protect



Joyful gospel obedience continues (5:41-42)

u The Apostles know their treatment is a fulfillment of the teaching of Jesus
u John 15:20 

u They rejoice that they are treated like Jesus was treated
u 1 Peter 4:12–13 

u With fresh welts on their backs, whose instructions do they obey?
u The King of kings and the Lord of lords
u They are joyfully proclaiming the victorious mission of redemption 

accomplished by Jesus 



Questions to Consider

u Why should we not be surprised when those in positions of 
governing authority oppose the church and gospel ministry?

u When opposition intensifies, why must we continue to be faithful?
u How would you describe your confidence in God’s ability to 

care for His faithful people?
u When those in authority demand that we stop obeying the 

Lord’s commands for life and ministry, what are we to do?
u Why are we to call people to repentance, faith, and 

forgiveness?
u How is all this encouraging to you?
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