
Acts 6:1-7

The church meets a challenge and 
continues advancing the gospel 



Benevolence for some widows is being neglected 
(6:1) 
1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number,

• Even though beaten and commanded to stop sharing about Jesus and His teachings, the disciples are 
undeterred from meeting needy people with gospel intentionality
• Acts 5:40–42 

• Followers of Jesus are connecting with people in the normal course of life (i.e. “temple and from 
house to house”) and sharing the person and work of Jesus with others

a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in 
the daily distribution.

• “complaint” – γογγυσμός (gongysmos) – low whispering, grumbling talk in private

• Grumbling is never a beneficial quality in the congregation of God’s people
• Exodus 15:24 
• Exodus 16:2 
• Numbers 14:2 

• Rather than grumbling, they could have come directly to the leaders to express their concern for the 
widows

• Grumbling to others spreads a bad attitude and delays constructive communication and change



Capable men are sought to tend to benevolence 
(6:2-3) 
2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples

• The “twelve” catch wind of the scuttlebutt and take decisive action to deal with the 
problem

• Apparently, the grumbling is being done against the “twelve,” complaining that they 
should take care of the widows 

and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve 
tables.

• Being prepared to share the word of God is the priority for leaders in the church
• 2 Timothy 3:16–17 
• 2 Timothy 2:15 
• 1 Peter 5:1–2 

• It is not that serving food to those in need is unimportant, but it is not the priority of 
church leadership 



Capable men are sought to tend to benevolence 
(6:2-3) 
3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of 
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.

• The Apostles know the grumbling needs to stop, so action must be taken

• The Apostles direct the people of the church to select seven men for this task
• “good repute” – those who are spoken well of in the church – men with a solid 

reputation
• “full of the Spirit” – men filled with Holy Spirit empowered life and sensitivity to God
• “and of wisdom” – their sensitivity to God produces biblical understanding and 

consistent application 

• Rather than being diverted from their task, the leaders will commission these 
men for this task

• When caring for the needs of others, spiritual men with wisdom will have 
constructive compassion and avoid emotional empathy



Prayer and Scripture are the focus of the Apostles 
(6:4) 
• 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

• “devote” – to persevere in an activity to the point of devotion

• “prayer” – προσευχή (proseuchē) – to faithfully petition the Lord our God
• Prayer is not simply a requirement for those desiring to appear pious
• Prayer consciously acknowledges the Lord as the source of all good and necessary things 

personally, corporately, and evangelistically
• Ephesians 6:18 
• Philippians 4:4–7 

• “to the ministry of the word” – leaders in the church are committed to consistently 
understanding and applying biblical truth to the congregation
• Faithful instruction in the word of God is essential to the life and health of the congregation

• 2 Timothy 4:1–2 

• Attentive and teachable hearts must be modeled by parents in order to train their children well
• Ephesians 6:4



Seven men are chosen and commissioned to care 
for all widows (6:5-6) 
5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, - the people of the church willingly obeyed the 
instruction of the Apostles

and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.

• The names of these men are Greek names, so some or most may have been Hellenists 

• Stephen heads the list as one characterized by trust of God and the Holy Spirit’s power and presence

• Philip will also become an example of a bold witness to Jesus Christ (Acts 8)
• Living out the Lordship of Jesus in small things shows the Lordship of Jesus will be honored in large 

responsibilities
• Luke 16:10

• Luke informs us that Nicolaus is from Antioch and was a Gentile proselyte to Judaism prior to 
becoming a follower of Jesus

6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

• These men do not hold the office of Deacon, although they do serve the church

• The apostles gladly give these men their open blessing through prayer and laying their hands on 
them



Working through challenges did not halt the power 
of the gospel (6:7) 
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
• Another challenge in the church is successfully encountered
• The ministry of the Apostles bears fruit in the lives of people in the church
• God uses the faithful ministry of the church to call many in Jerusalem to repentance 

and faith in Jesus
• Challenges come and they will do a refining work
and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
• God’s gracious work of salvation is impacting many Jewish priests
• The priests can see how Jesus is the fullness of Old Testament teaching and truths
• The gospel message is ringing out and it is bearing fruit 

• Branches attached to Jesus, bear fruit
• John 15:5 



Questions to Consider

•Do you need to repent of a grumbling spirit?

•Why is sharing the word of God a significant priority for 
leaders of the church?

•Why should the leaders of the church be devoted to prayer?

•How can you and your family show that you highly value the 
ministry of the word of God in church?

• In what ways can you help the challenges the church faces to 
be refining and not distracting?
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