
Acts 8:1-8

The church in Jerusalem 
scattered by persecution 



Persecution in Jerusalem disperses the 
church (8:1-3)

1 And Saul approved of his execution. 

• The young man Saul, is given special recognition by Luke

• He was zealous in his defense of tradition rooted Judaism
• Philippians 3:4b–6 

• Mob action prevails, the life of Stephen is taken by stoning, and Saul 
approves of it all



Persecution in Jerusalem disperses the 
church (8:1-3)

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea 
and Samaria, except the apostles. 

• Followers of Jesus are driven from the city into other areas of Judea 
and Samaria

• Because of devotion or favor, the Apostles remain to care for the 
remnant

• With the leaders of the church still in Jerusalem, the people launched 
into ministry are the rank-and-file members of the church



Persecution in Jerusalem disperses the 
church (8:1-3)

2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 

• Mourning over executed criminals is not legally permitted by 
Judaism

• Yet men who seek to obey and honor God, bury Stephen, and display 
intense mourning because of his death
• Making “great lamentation” because of the death of Stephen is a show of 

rebuke of these authorities for their act of murder

• Openly standing for truth and righteousness, they put themselves at great risk 
as persecution intensifies



Persecution in Jerusalem disperses the 
church (8:1-3)

3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he 
dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 

• Saul’s vindictive hatred of the church is something that magnified the 
grace of God in his heart consistently after his conversion
• 1 Timothy 1:15 

• Galatians 1:13–14

• 1 Corinthians 15:8–10 

• God saved vile sinners then, and He save vile sinners now



Followers of Jesus proclaim Him as the 
promised Hope and Deliverer (8:4)

4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.

• “preaching” – εὐαγγελίζω (euangelizō) – tell the good news, share the gospel
• In this text, “preaching” should not be viewed as giving a message in the form 

of a sermon
• Even though displaced by affliction, they go about their daily lives sharing the 

fullness of God’s saving purpose 
• These believers share how God sent His righteous Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

crucified, buried, resurrected, and ascended into glory as the only Savior and 
reigning sovereign of His earth
• Jesus is shown in OT Scripture to fulfill the promise of salvation from God’s 

wrath, the provision of God-exalting purpose in life, and the peace of eternal 
blessing in the presence of God
• Colossians 1:13–14 



Followers of Jesus proclaim Him as the 
promised Hope and Deliverer (8:4)

• Calling people to repentance and faith for the forgiveness of their sins is to 
be common and natural in our relationships with the lost
• This is not the establishment of relationships with lost people so that they 

can be our buddies and feel accepted and comfortable with us
• Gospel light isn’t about making sinners feel comfortable and accepted
• The gospel is about sharing the light of Jesus, exposing the truth that the 

world stands condemned, and is presently under the wrath of God
• John 3:16–21
• John 3:36

• ALL followers of Jesus are to consistently proclaim Him as mankind’s only 
hope of deliverance from God’s condemnation and wrath



Philip’s gospel ministry in Samaria is blessed 
with fruitfulness by God (8:5-8)

5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the 
Christ.

• Philip is walking in the grace of gospel passion that we all need

• The Lord’s projected advancement is being furthered by suffering 
and grace
• Acts 1:8 

• We are where we are by God’s design to obey Jesus and rejoice in 
His multiplied grace and peace
• 1 Peter 1:1–2 



Philip’s gospel ministry in Samaria is blessed 
with fruitfulness by God (8:5-8)

6 And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, when they 
heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, 
came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 

• Philip directly faces the manifestation of evil existing among them – demon possessed 
people and crippled people, among whom God uses Philip to deliver and heal some

• God still meets people in the grip of the enemy today and is setting captives free

• It is not the exorcisms and healings that transform hearts and open eyes; it is life from God

• Delivering people from the bondage of sin and the reign of Satan is what the gospel is still 
doing today

• What is the hope of our family, our friends, our neighbors, our work associates, our 
community, our county, our state, our country, and our world?
• The gospel of Jesus Christ 
• People in our world cannot pay attention to a gospel truth they never hear



Philip’s gospel ministry in Samaria is blessed 
with fruitfulness by God (8:5-8)

• You may want to see miracles, but God wants to see faith and 
obedience

• “Faith is humble submission to the self-attesting Word of God. Faith 
accounts God truthful, faithful, and powerful on the basis of His own 
Word, not requiring to see demonstrable proof or evidence outside of 
God’s Word that could confirm it as trustworthy.” (Greg L. Bahnsen)
• Matthew 16:4

• The Lord blesses abiding in Him and sharing of His truth with 
fruitfulness
• John 15:5



Philip’s gospel ministry in Samaria is blessed 
with fruitfulness by God (8:5-8)

8 So there was much joy in that city.

• The presence and power of God is the source of much joy

• Humble obedience always brings joy

• There is little joy because there is little obedience
• John 15:9–11 



Questions to Consider

• What should you do if persecution or affliction presses you into 
unexpected circumstances, places, and people?

• When you reflect on the murderous opposition and activities of Saul, 
how does the sovereign power of God and His unfailing plan and 
purpose encourage your heart? 

• In what ways does the fruitfulness of gospel lives of the rank-and-file 
followers of Jesus, scattered into Judea and Samaria, encourage your 
heart?

• Why is the presence of joy, as a fruit of gospel transformation, an 
important indicator of God’s presence and power? 
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