
Acts 8:9-25
Is Simon converted, confused, or still a captive of sin? 



Simon and Samaria confess their faith in Jesus (8:9-13) 

9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city 
and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great.
• Simon made a name for himself by the practice of magic
• Simon’s drive is to convince people he is somebody great because he believes he’s 

great
• Life for Simon is building the image of Simon 
10 They all paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the 
power of God that is called Great.” 11 And they paid attention to him because for a 
long time he had amazed them with his magic.
• The people in the city were willing to play along with Simon, from the least 

significant people in society to the most significant people 
• Manipulating the masses, so that large numbers of people are willing to affirm your 

delusion, does not make deception reality
• The self-deception and the deception of others went on for an extended period



Simon and Samaria confess their faith in Jesus (8:9-13) 

12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
• By what authority does this man Philip come into Samaria and begin sharing the 

gospel of Jesus?
• Philip deflects from himself and confidently affirms the reigning authority of Jesus 
• God’s reigning authority on earth through the gospel of Jesus is expanding 
• Men and women, coming to faith, are baptized – the mark of new covenant grace
13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. 
And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed.
• Simon professes faith in Jesus, is baptized, and accompanies Philip constantly 

• John 2:23–25 
• John 8:30–31 & 44

• Simon is not impressed with God’s power bringing people to saving faith
• Simon is impressed with signs and miracles done by Philip 



Simon’s heart is revealed when the power of the Holy Spirit 
is given (8:14-24)
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them and they 
received the Holy Spirit.
• Peter and John, are sent from Jerusalem to witness what God is doing through the gospel in 

Samaria
• There is no skepticism about how Philip is sharing the gospel 
• God is confirming His work in Samaria

• Peter and John pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to come upon the new followers of 
Jesus in Samaria

• As a sign of connection and compassion, Peter and John start laying hands on and praying 
for these new followers of Jesus is Samaria 

• God is confirming His promised progression of the gospel
• Acts 1:8 



Simon’s heart is revealed when the power of the Holy Spirit 
is given (8:14-24)
18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the 
apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, 
so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”
• Simon does not see the giving of the Holy Spirit to his fellow Samaritans as a 

way of making the name of the Lord great
• Simon is looking for a way to make himself look great in the eyes of people

• The gospel truth of the life, crucifixion, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus 
are not the focal point of Simon’s passion 

• Simon sees another way for his self-projection to be realized
• Such an ability will get him attention and affirmation and he’s willing to pay 

money to be shown the way he can gain such personal recognition
• 1 John 2:15–16 



Simon’s heart is revealed when the power of the Holy Spirit is 
given (8:14-24)
20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain 
the gift of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right 
before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, 
the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in 
the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you 
have said may come upon me.”
• The power of the Holy Spirit is not a commodity to be bought and sold
• Peter tells Simon that his desire shows that He has no spiritual perception 
• Peter tells Simon he needs to repent and seek forgiveness 
• “gall of bitterness” – Peter says Simon is encompassed by the herb that produces bitterness

• What is this for Simon?
• He is immersed in poison of self-affirmation and this is condemning disobedience of the Lord whose 

kingdom is supreme
• “bond of iniquity” – chained to the violation of God’s standards of truth and righteousness
• Romans 6:5–6

• Jesus doesn’t try to save people
• Jesus does save people

24 And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may - come 
upon me.”
• Sadly, Simon declines Peter’s call to him to pray repentantly before the Lord
• Simon is fixated on human agency rather than the mercy and grace of the Lord



Old Testament instruction and gospel ministry continue (8:25) 

25 Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they 
returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the 
Samaritans.
• Seeing the evidence of God’s saving grace is Samaria, they shared 

teachings from Scripture and headed back to Jerusalem
• On their way, they made the most of every opportunity to share the gospel 

in Samaria



Questions to Consider

• In what ways do you see Simon’s preoccupation with 
himself reflected in your own heart?
•When you are obsessed with your own feelings and 

passions, where is the hope of salvation and fulfillment 
found?
• How does the Lord’s promise to effectually bring the 

gospel to Samaria encourage your heart? 



Acts 8:9-25
Is Simon converted, confused, or still a captive of sin? 


