
2 Corinthians 4:7-15
Our Weakness and the Power and Presence of  Resurrection Life 



Followers of  Jesus are unimpressive vessels holding great treasure (4:7) 

• “But we have this treasure” – the treasure represents something of  great value, such as 
gold, silver, and jewels that are stored up
• What is the treasure in jars of  clay?

• 2 Corinthians 4:6 
• The indwelling Christ, who produces the fruit of  gospel life and ministry, is the treasure Paul and 

his associates possess
• It is the treasure every born-again believer in Jesus possesses

• “in jars of  clay” – Paul has in mind inexpensive earthenware vessels used to store various 
items
• Paul uses jars of  clay to illustrate his weakness and frailty in gospel life and gospel ministry
• The false apostles who infiltrated the church in Corinth, teach that their personal qualities and 

capabilities are important marks of  credibility



Followers of  Jesus are unimpressive vessels holding great treasure (4:7) 

• “to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.” – earthen vessels are plain and 
unimpressive, so their value is derived from what is stored in them
• His needs and the Lord’s sufficiency are things Paul learned well as a follower of  Jesus

• 1 Corinthians 15:10 
• The Lord exposes the weaknesses of  our flesh (“jars of  clay”) to display the beauty of  the power and 

presence of  His resurrection life in us (“treasure”)
• 2 Corinthians 12:9 

Practical Considerations
• Being distracted by the vessel, rather than appreciating the treasure, competes with the Lord’s 

glory 
• Our faults, failures, and weaknesses are opportunities for the grace of  the Lord to shine 
• The world thinks in terms of  human ability; we are to think in terms of  the resurrection power 

of  Christ in us



Our predicaments and the Lord’s provision (4:8-9) 
• “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;” – the word translated “afflicted” means to 

experience great pressure, but Paul says being “crushed” is not the result
• People and circumstances in life can bring tremendous amounts of  pressure
• The treasure of  Christ in us keeps us from crumbling

• “perplexed, but not driven to despair;”
• The complexities of  life cause confusion and bewilderment about what to do
• Because we walk through life with the Lord and His truth, we are not brought to despair and 

hopeless desperation
• Romans 12:2
• Philippians 1:9–10 

• The Lord promises to provide light for us, sometimes just one step at a time



Our predicaments and the Lord’s provision (4:8-9) 
• “persecuted, but not forsaken;” 

• “Persecuted” - pursued or hunted for the purpose of  oppression and harassment
• “Not forsaken” - never abandoned and left to our own devices
• Prior to his conversion, Paul was a man who hunted followers of  Jesus to imprison and kill them
• Now Paul knows what it is to be pursued in order to be persecuted
• As opposition grows, we are to take confidence in our Lord’s protective presence

• Isaiah 26:3 
• “struck down, but not destroyed;” 

• Followers of  Jesus are not spared bumps and bruises in life
• We have the assurance that no matter who or what we face, the end will not be our spiritual ruin or 

destruction
• 1 Peter 4:19 

• We are not promised a life of  ease
• We are promised eternal life with our Triune God as the goal of  it all

• Matthew 7:13–14 



United with Jesus in death and life (4:10-12)
• “always carrying in the body the death of  Jesus,”
• Dying to self-centeredness is a constant responsibility for followers of  Jesus

• Romans 8:36 

• Our connection to the death of  Jesus throughout life, helps us maintain an eternal 
perspective
• Colossians 3:2–3 

• “so that the life of  Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies” 
• Death to self  does not only show the frailty of  our jar of  clay
• Our daily death to self  is the way the life and power of  Jesus are seen in us and through us

• Galatians 2:20 

• Less of  us means more of  Christ



United with Jesus in death and life (4:10-12)
• “For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake,” –

• Luke 9:23 
• Taking up the cross of  Jesus daily means that we walk in His resurrection power 

daily
• Philippians 3:8–11 

• “so that the life of  Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.” – His power 
shines through our lives, making much of  His grace and goodness
• “So death is at work in us, but life in you.”
• One key component of  the power and presence of  the Lord’s resurrection power 

in us is being others-oriented
• When we die to self, the Lord opens our eyes to the needs of  others



Trusting the promises of  God in life 
and ministry to the glory of  God (4:13-15) 

13 Since we have the same spirit of  faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also 
believe, and so we also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring 
us with you into his presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may 
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of  God. 
• Paul quotes a line from Psalm 116

• Psalm 116:10
• The Psalmist expresses great faith in God’s power to sustain and help His people as they suffer
• Trusting in God’s faithfulness inspires the Psalmist to declare to others the grace and mercy of  God even while 

afflicted
• Paul communicates great confidence in the resurrection power of  the Lord, in all that life 

brings and for eternity
• We share with others our faith that God is always good and wise
• Romans 8:28 

• As others trust the gospel of  Jesus Christ, and as they also experience the Lord’s presence and 
power, thanksgiving to the glory of  God abounds



Question to Consider

• In what ways do you see your jar of  clay being filled with 
the treasure of  Jesus Christ?
•How can you share the power of  the resurrection in your 

life with others?



2 Corinthians 4:7-15
Our Weakness and the Power and Presence of  Resurrection Life 


