
Acts 9:32-43
The Lord’s power displayed by His people for His glory and the good of others



Aeneas’ healing from paralysis (9:32-35)

32 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the 
saints who lived at Lydda.
• As an Apostle Peter took concern for the various churches in the region
• Peter is taking his commission from Jesus to heart

• John 21:15–17 

• Though the persecution is likely not as intense as they experienced in Jerusalem, 
Peter is concerned about how they are faring 

• He will also find out how they are doing interpreting Old Testament texts fulfilled 
with the coming of Jesus, and how they are applying the teaching of Jesus shared 
with them



Aeneas’ healing from paralysis (9:32-35)

33 There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was 
paralyzed.
• It is natural to desire the restoration of health
• It is also natural to develop a sense of defeated apathy as imperfect circumstances 

remain unchanged
• It is supernatural to sense the Lord’s presence and find contentment in imperfect 

circumstances
• It is supernatural to experience the Lord’s intervention of healing grace
• Praise God if He moves to be merciful; praise God if he doesn’t – eternity is 

coming!



Aeneas’ healing from paralysis (9:32-35)

34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” 
And immediately he rose.
• Peter senses God prompting him to declare Aeneas healed
• Peter’s declaration has nothing to do with the faith of Peter or Aeneas
• The Lord is still with us for our good and for His glory

• Hebrews 13:20–21 

• We need to learn to trust His presence and power, and depend on His presence and 
power

35 And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.
• The power of God that healed Aeneas is the power of God that opened the eyes of 

blind hearts



Tabitha’s restoration of life (9:36-43) 

36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She 
was full of good works and acts of charity.

• Luke describes Tabitha as “full of good works and acts of charity,” indicating she 
overflows with care and concern for others

• Her love for the Lord displays itself in practical acts of love for fellow believers

• She follows the example of her Lord
• John 13:15–17 

37 In those days she became ill and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her in an 
upper room.
• The reaction to the death of Tabitha (Dorcas) is a testament to a culture of life (followers 

of Jesus in Joppa) in contrast to a culture of death (most people in our country)

• God’s people rejoice in the goodness and glory of God revealed by His servant Tabitha



Tabitha’s restoration of life (9:36-43) 

38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent 
two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter rose 
and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All 
the widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that 
Dorcas made while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt 
down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she 
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand 
and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive.
• In a culture of death, life is devalued for the purpose of self-serving fulfillment
• In a culture of death, people are fixated on what they can get out of earthly life, 

even if it means diminishing or destroying the lives of others
• A culture of death ultimately breeds self-consumed depression and despair



Tabitha’s restoration of life (9:36-43) 

Examples of the culture of death
• 18-year-old Payton Gendron
• 18-year-old Salvador Ramos
• 63 million babies murdered by abortion since the decision of Roe vs. Wade
• 228 homicides in the city of Chicago so far this year

• People ask, “If God exists, why is there evil?” 
• To which, an important response must be given. “If God does not exist, there is no 

evil!”



Tabitha’s restoration of life (9:36-43) 

• In a culture of life (biblical Christianity), all life is in the image of God, and is valued and 
nurtured for the good of others and the glory of God

• In a culture of life, people are Christ-centered and others-oriented, willing to sacrifice 
and serve others, exalting life, and exalting God in life and for eternity

• A culture of life produces God-exalting hope and anticipation of His gracious intervention 
Examples of a culture of life

• Tabitha (Dorcas) 
• Jesus

• Matthew 20:25–28 
• Memorial Day

• God is honored by a life invested for the glory of God and the good of others
• Proverbs 11:8–9
• Proverbs 11:14 

• As an expression of the benefit of Tabitha’s (Dorcus’) life of service, God graciously brings 
her back from the dead to serve others for a bit longer



Tabitha’s restoration of life (9:36-43) 

42 And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.
• The power of God that raised Tabitha to life, is the power of God that gives life to dead 

hearts so that they can understand and accept the gospel
• Does God still grant spiritual life to the spiritually dead today? 

• Yes, He does
• Do we share with others like we believe this is true?

43 And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner.
• Peter remains in Joppa for continued ministry
• Peter stays with Simon 
• Peter has come a long way in Christ, but he must come even farther (chapter 10 is 

coming)
• The gospel is to impact the nations



Questions to Consider

•What self-centered ways of life do you need to confess and 
forsake with repentance, considering the Lord’s table you will 
receive today?
•Why is it important for you to remember the Lord’s presence and 
power as you live and minister to others in the church and in life?
• How can you do a better job of caring for the physical and 
spiritual health and welfare of your family and your brothers and 
sisters in Christ?
• Are you willing to offer hope to the culture of death from the 
biblical moorings of the culture of life?
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