
ACTS 10:1-23
THE MAGNITUDE OF THE GREAT COMMISSION IS CLARIFIED 



THE VISION GOD GAVE TO CORNELIUS (10:1-8)

1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the Italian 

Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the 

people, and prayed continually to God.

Luke describes Cornelius as:

 “a devout man” – one who shows consistent reverence for God

 “who feared God” – describes a Gentile who is persuaded the God of the Jewish Scripture is the One 

True God

 “with all his household” – Cornelius taught and led his family to honor and serve the God of Jewish 

Scripture 

 “gave alms generously to the people” – offerings are worshipfully made to support the local synagogue 

and people in need 

 “prayed continually to God” – appeals and request for himself, his family, and others are made 

consistently, affirming his belief that the God of Scripture is the one true God



THE VISION GOD GAVE TO CORNELIUS (10:1-8)

3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him, 
“Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers 
and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God.
 Cornelius answers the angel being awestruck and terrified 
 The religious activity of Cornelius is not meriting the favor of God

 Ephesians 2:8–10 

 His actions indicate his responsiveness to the stirring of God
5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one Simon, a 
tanner, whose house is by the sea.”
 The angel gives Cornelius specific instructions about what he is to do
 Cornelius is continuing to find gracious direction from the Lord
7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from 
among those who attended him, 8 and having related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.
 He sends two of his servants and a soldier under his charge who also is a devout follower of 

the God of Scripture
 Cornelius influences those around him with the truth he knows 



THE VISION GOD GAVE PETER (10:9-16)

9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop 
about the sixth hour to pray. 
 God is orchestrating events for the sake of the advancing of the gospel
 Prayer, like worship, is to consistently characterize our lives as followers of Jesus

 1 Thessalonians 5:17

 It is also good to have specific times of focused prayer 
10 And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a 
trance 11 and saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its 
four corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 
 At the time food is being prepared, the Lord causes Peter to fall into a trance to give him an 

important vision
 “heavens opened” – the sky parts, indicating this is something from God
 “a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth” – a linen sail or sheet is 

lowered by the four corners
 “12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air.” – the sheet contains a large 

assortment of various animals



THE VISION GOD GAVE PETER (10:9-16)

13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; 

for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 

 Being an orthodox Jew, Peter declines to follow the Lord’s instruction because he 

follows Jewish food laws meticulously 

 He may have thought his devotion to Law is being tested

 Peter’s reluctance is much like that of Ezekiel

 Ezekiel 4:14 

 Peter may have felt he is in a similar situation and his law keeping is being tested
15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call 

common.” 

 The Law is not destroyed, but fulfilled by Jesus

 In the New Covenant, the Law is to be viewed through the lens of Jesus Christ 



THE VISION GOD GAVE PETER (10:9-16)

 Peter was with Jesus during the time of His earthly ministry where he declared all food clean 

 Mark 7:14–19 

 Food laws set the Jewish people apart from Gentile people

 Through the gospel work of Jesus, all people, Jew and Gentile can be made clean

 The partition of separation between Jew and Gentile is removed by the New Covenant work of Jesus 
Christ
 Ephesians 2:11–16 

 Therefore, Jesus says to Peter, “What God has made clean, do not call common.”

 Peter is now to eat the food that once defined the line of demarcation between Jew and Gentile
 It is not that the Law is no longer relevant

 It is that Jew and Gentile are no longer separate; they are one new man through the cleansing work of Jesus

 We must view all the Law through the lens of Jesus Christ
 Matthew 5:17 

 Romans 10:4 
16 This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.

 Thank the Lord for His patience and persistence with us as His people



THE PURPOSE OF PETER’S VISION BEGINS TO UNFOLD (10:17-23A)

17 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen might mean, 

behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood at the 

gate 18 and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 

 Peter is trying to thoughtfully unpack the meaning of the vision

 As he contemplates what he saw and heard, the messengers sent by Cornelius arrive at 

the gate of the house of Simon the tanner
19 And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking 

for you. 20 Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation, for I have sent them.” 

 Meanwhile, back on the roof where Peter is mulling over the vision, the Holy Spirit tells 

Peter about the men at the gate

 Peter is told to go down to them and to agree to accompany them, because they have 

been sent there by God 



THE PURPOSE OF PETER’S VISION BEGINS TO UNFOLD (10:17-23A)

21 And Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for. What is the reason for your coming?” 
22 And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish 
nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.”

 They tell Peter of Cornelius, and the vision God gave him to invite Peter to share with his household 

 The sheet had come from the heavens carrying clean and unclean animals, reptiles, and birds

 At the gate of the house stand both Jew and Gentile, united in the desire to know more about Jesus and 
His cleansing grace

23a So he invited them in to be his guests.

 Peter opens the house and the table to these Gentile messengers

 The following day it is evident that Peter is putting the pieces of these visions together

 Acts 10:28–29 

 The truth of the commission to go to the world with the gospel is becoming clearer
 Matthew 28:18–20 

 Acts 1:8 

 With the authority of Jesus Christ, the message of forgiving grace for all people is to be shared



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

 How would the Lord describe your influence with truth and 

righteousness in your household?

 What kind of gospel influence are you striving for in your 

workplace?

 How open are you to examining your preferences and biases in 

the light of Scripture?

 In what ways do you desire the Lord to empower you regarding 

your obedience of the Great Commission?
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