
Acts 10:23b-48
The Gospel Embraces Gentiles 



Peter goes from Joppa to Cornelius in Caesarea 
(10:23b-29)
23b The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa 
accompanied him.
• Cornelius and Peter both received visions from God regarding a God-ordained meeting 

between them
• The following day, Peter and six Jewish men from the church in Joppa (11:12) make the 

trip with Peter and the three Gentile men sent by Cornelius 
24 And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had 
called together his relatives and close friends.
• Cornelius knows the communication coming from Peter is important, so he invites all the 

friends and family he can to hear what Peter will say
25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26
But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am a man.”
• Cornelius shows Peter a discomforting amount of reverence
• Peter makes it clear that he is a mere man and should not be reverenced in that manner

• Philippians 2:3



Peter goes from Joppa to Cornelius in Caesarea 
(10:23b-29)
27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered.
• They enter the house where many Gentiles are waiting to hear from Peter
28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to 
associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I 
should not call any person common or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came 
without objection.
• Gentiles are no longer to be considered common (ordinary – not set apart) or 

unclean (impure with the ability to contaminate)
• Unbelieving Jews and unbelieving Gentiles can find God’s cleansing grace through 

by trusting the cleansing work of Jesus 
I ask then why you sent for me.”
• Peter wants to hear why Cornelius took the initiative to ask Peter to come to them



Cornelius recounts the vision he received 
(10:30-33) 
30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, I was praying in my house at 
the ninth hour, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing 31 and said, 
‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered 
before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is 
lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and 
you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence 
of God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.” 
• In this account he describes the angel as a man in bright clothing 
• He is grateful for Peter’s kindness and willingness to make the trip
• This trip for Peter is not about convenience or curiosity, but obedience



Peter shares the gospel with Cornelius and his 
household (10:34-43)
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.
• The nation of Israel held favored status with God in the Old Covenant
• In the New Covenant people of every nation can be made right with God

• To fear God is to tremble before Him because of His holy righteousness
• Doing what is right and acceptable is to trust in the saving work of Jesus to be made right with 

God

• Peter held the belief all his life that Jewish people have most favored status with 
God
• His vision of the sheet full of clean and unclean animals illustrates the truth that 

access to God is available to all peoples through Jesus Christ



Peter shares the gospel with Cornelius and his 
household (10:34-43)
36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ 
(he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning 
from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that 
he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
• The message of salvation in Jesus, God’s Son and Messiah, came to the Jewish people in 

Galilee and Judea first
• “good news of peace through Jesus” – the gospel means reconciliation with God is found in Jesus 

alone
• “(he is Lord of all)” – Jesus is God of very God and all authority in heaven and on earth is His

• When John baptized Jesus, the Holy Spirit descended on Him, affirming His gospel ministry 
that pleases His Father

• In the power of the Spirit, Jesus displayed His authority over Satan, sin, and sickness
• Peter and the disciples were there witnessing it all



Peter shares the gospel with Cornelius and his 
household (10:34-43)

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third 
day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen 
by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
• The Jews did not applaud God’s grace made know through Jesus; the Jews were 

appalled that the work of Jesus was not about national deliverance and domination 
for Israel
• The Messiah as a sin-bearer was repulsive to most of the Jewish people 
• The Jews did not realize that they had no power over Jesus

• Jesus lays down His life willingly
• Jesus fulfills the eternal plan of God to bring salvation to the world

• Victory over death, hell, and the grave is confirmed by the resurrection of Jesus



Peter shares the gospel with Cornelius and his 
household (10:34-43)
42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets 
bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.”
• With all authority in heaven and on earth given to Him, Jesus commands His 

disciples to proclaim that He is the righteous judge of all people, living and dead 
• Is there any hope of deliverance from condemnation?
• Yes, EVERYONE who repents and has faith in Jesus can have their sins forgiven
• Jesus becomes the saving light and hope of salvation for peoples of all nations 

predicted in the Old Testament
• Psalm 96:1–3
• Isaiah 45:21–22 
• The prophets declared it long ago, Jesus is the only hope of salvation for all nations



The conversion of Cornelius and his household is 
confirmed (10:44-48)
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.
• The Holy Spirit came and brought spiritual life and faith in Jesus to all the Gentiles gathered in the house of 

Cornelius
45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the 
Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God.
• The Jews from Joppa that came with Peter are shocked
• What happened to the Jews in the upper room on Pentecost (Acts 2) is happening to these Gentiles in Caesarea 
• The power and presence of the Holy Spirit confirms these Gentiles, just as the disciples of Jesus were 

confirmed in Jerusalem
Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked 
him to remain for some days. 
• Affirming their conversion and faith, Peter says these men and women need to be baptized

• They trust in Jesus Christ, and they need to identify with Him openly
• If you trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord, you need to identify with Him openly

• Peter is finding greater clarity in Lord’s Great Commission
• Matthew 28:18–20 



Questions to Consider

• Following Peter’s example, are you willing to learn and 
change?
• Are there sins of partiality for which you need to seek 
forgiveness? 
• In what areas of your life do you need to seek God’s grace for 
greater humility?
• No matter who you are, or how sinful you’ve been, are you 
willing to accept that Jesus is your only hope for peace with 
God? 
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