
1 PETER 3:7
THE BIBLICAL RESPONSIBILITY OF 
HUSBANDS AND FATHERS 



CHRISTIAN HUSBANDS AND FATHERS ARE TO PROMOTE TRUTH 
AND UNITY IN THEIR HOUSEHOLDS (7)
7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker 
vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.
¡ “Likewise, husbands” – As Jesus was committed to redemption as His mission, so husbands are to be 

committed to the mission entrusted to them by God 
¡ No husband steps into his role capable and qualified 
¡ Some are better prepared to be husbands and wives than others – the fruit of being nurtured in a home where fathers 

and mothers walk in the light with marital oneness
¡ “live with your wives” – describes a vital connection in life and could be translated “dwell alongside” 

¡ Marriage is two lives brought together and strengthened to grow in oneness 
¡ Husbands are commanded to LIVE with the woman who God designed to unite with him to accomplish His God-

centered tasks on earth 
¡ Genesis 2:18 

¡ Marriage is a God-welded connection, that displays commitment to the way of truth that blesses the husband and wife, 
their children, and all those they contact and influence
¡ Malachi 2:13–15

¡ God did not make husbands and wives to function in isolation or independence (individually or as a 
couple)
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¡ “in an understanding way” – κατά (kata) according to; γνῶσις (gnōsis) knowledge, 
understanding – literally “according to knowledge”
¡ Many translations and marriage relationship advisors render this phrase as instructing Christian 

husbands to invest time in getting to know their wives 
¡ While such effort will be time well spent, it is not Peter’s point

¡ A more literal rendering of verse 7
¡ “Husbands, likewise, dwell alongside, according to knowledge, the weaker vessel, the woman, 

showing honor since she is heirs with you of the grace of life, so nothing hinders the prayers 
you offer.”
¡ Genesis 3:1–7 
¡ Adam did not do what God wants husbands to do 

¡ This is not living with one’s wife according to knowledge 
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¡ According to knowledge indicates striving to figure out how to know and support God’s design and glory in the 
marriage relationship

¡ Learning, repenting, and changing, and encouraging others to do the same, are the ways a husband lives with his 
wife in an understanding way and leads his family in righteousness

¡ This is your mission, husbands and wives, fathers and mothers 
¡ Deuteronomy 6:4–9 
¡ 2 Timothy 2:15 
¡ 2 Timothy 2:1–2 
¡ 1 Peter 1:13 

¡ As the wife is observed living in fear of God and with an undistracted focus on her Lord (v 2 “respectful and 
pure conduct”), so the husband is observed learning the ways of God and how biblical truth guides the marriage 
to function with God-centered humility and harmony (“in an understanding way” – “according to knowledge”)
¡ Proverbs 1:7 

¡ Husbands and fathers, the truth of God is the authority entrusted to you whereby you are empowered to lead 
well

¡ You cannot lead your wife and children well if you are not learning, repenting, and changing!!!
¡ Christian marriage is to first and foremost make much of God, through relationships that delights in His truth 
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¡ “showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel,”
¡ A godly and loving husband will never neglect his wife or take advantage of his wife’s God-given nature in 

marriage
¡ The role God gave wives in the marriage is to line up under the husband’s biblical leadership and support 

him for the glory of God
¡ To “honor” one’s wife is to let her know, and let others know, how much you value and respect her 
¡ Fathers, this is particularly true in the presence of the children
¡ It is not honorable to force her compliance or demand her submission, as if you’re the authority rather 

than God and His truth
¡ “the weaker vessel” can apply to her vulnerable role of submission (context), and it can refer to the 

normal physical stature of a woman
¡ Men should be prepared to provide for and protect their wives
¡ No Christian husband and father is to behave as an all-superior poohbah  

¡ Colossians 3:19
¡ Ephesians 6:4

¡ You are to honor your wife as the weaker vessel, meaning you are to protect and value the preciousness of who she is 
and what she contains – “hidden person of the heart” (vs 4) – Jesus
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¡ “since they are heirs with you of the grace of life,”
¡ She, along with you, is brought to gospel life by the mercy of God

¡ 1 Peter 1:3 

¡ Being united in gospel hope, by grace alone, should cause humble unity in marriage

¡ “so that your prayers may not be hindered.”
¡ Dishonoring your wife is dishonoring God
¡ Husband, unity with Jesus and unity with your wife in seeking to honor Jesus in all of life, is critical



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ Husbands and fathers, how are you wholeheartedly seeking God and 
dwelling with your wife according to the knowledge of God and His ways?

¡ Are you thoughtful and diligent in bringing relationships, experiences, and 
challenges in life into the light of the Scripture?

¡ In the atmosphere of feminism and LGBT+ nonsense, are you willing to 
look to Scripture to guide you into being the man God created you to be? 

¡ Fathers, how can you set a biblical example of what it means to honor 
your wife as the weaker vessel? 

¡ How is the distance you feel from God related to the distance you feel 
from your spouse?
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