
Acts 12:1-19

The power of God for the church is real and inscrutable 



Followers of Jesus will not always experience 
deliverance from oppression (12:1-5) 
1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the 
church. 

• Herod the King is the grandson of Herod the Great, and is also known as Herod 

Agrippa

• Herod’s connection with the Jewish leaders made their enemies his enemies

• The growing disdain of the Jews for Christians fueled Herod’s violence against 

them



Followers of Jesus will not always experience 
deliverance from oppression (12:1-5) 
2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he 
had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, 
intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 

• Seeking the favor of the Jewish leaders, Herod ordered the death of James, an Apostle, and the 
brother of John

• Seeing that killing James brought him favor from the Jews, Herod arrests Peter intending to 

• Killing the leaders of the church seems to Herod the best way to destroy the church and bring 
delight to the Jews 

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.

• Opposition is increasing against followers of Jesus in Jerusalem

• The church responds with earnest prayers, meaning they became united in fervent prayers for 
Peter 

• When hardships and challenges arrive in any manner, respond with fervent prayer



The Lord will deliver some of His people 
from oppression (12:6-11)
6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was 
sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the 
door were guarding the prison. 

• The night prior to the planned execution of Peter by Herod, God orchestrates the 

miraculous deliverance of Peter

• Why is James allowed to be killed, but Peter is miraculously liberated?

• Biblically obedient worship requires us to entrust what we don’t understand to 

the God who understands everything

• Romans 11:33–36



The Lord will deliver some of His people 
from oppression (12:6-11)
• God’s sovereign control, His eternal plan encompassing all things good and evil, 

means nothing happens on earth that isn’t part of God’s plan and under God’s 

control 

• Ephesians 1:11 

• Ecclesiastes 7:14 

• Lamentations 3:38

• Isaiah 45:7 

• Lamentations 3:37–38 

• God’s eternal plan and purpose are accomplished without deviation and include 

every activity and choice under heaven



The Lord will deliver some of His people 
from oppression (12:6-11)
6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was 
sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the 
door were guarding the prison. 

• Why is James killed and Peter delivered?

• Why do things seem to go well for some, even evil people, and poorly for other 

people, you included? 

• Hebrews 12:32-40 

• May God grant us the grace to honor and submit to our incomprehensible Lord

• Peter is not in a state of panic, depression, or distress, but entrusts himself to 

the eternal Lord of life and liberty



The Lord will deliver some of His people 
from oppression (12:6-11)
7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the 
side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to 
him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak 
around you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being 
done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they had passed the first and 
the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, 
and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. 
• When the Lord decides to deliver His people, the plan of God will certainly be accomplished

• Take comfort in all circumstances, child of God, the Lord is with you, and He is a mighty One who will 
save 

• Zephaniah 3:14–17 

• God doesn’t always deliver His people, but when He does, it can be spectacular

• 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued 
me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 

• At this point Peter realizes this is not a vision, but genuine deliverance

• Stories like this show us who is actually in control



The Lord can respond to the weak prayers 
of His people (12:12-17)
12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was 
Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 
• Mary’s house evidently is made available to people in the church in Jerusalem for various gatherings 

• Prayer is a good response to affliction and oppression

• May the promise of this verse be a source of encouragement to us when we pray for one another in 
similar circumstances
• Ephesians 3:20–21 

13 And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14

Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was 
standing at the gate.
• Peter is likely at the door of the gateway leading to the walled-in courtyard of the house of Mary

• Mary has a servant girl named Rhoda who was sent to answer the door
• Rhoda is a follower of Jesus and part of the praying church in Jerusalem

• This is reinforced by the fact that she knows Peter’s voice and is overjoyed that Peter has been freed

• She is so excited that she failed to open the door and let him in



The Lord can respond to the weak prayers 
of His people (12:12-17)
15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept 
saying, “It is his angel!” 16 But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and 
were amazed. 
• The praying church reveals a lack of faith
• They’ve been praying earnestly, but not anticipating the power of God 
• May this story inspire our hearts to believe in the power of the Lord to shock us with incredible 

blessings
• Clearly God’s power is not contingent on our faith
• When they open the door, to their surprise they saw Peter in the flesh
17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought 
him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then he 
departed and went to another place. 
• Peter’s presence stirs up quite a commotion
• Gesturing to them to calm down, he explained the amazing things that happened 
• God can do incredible things, shocking things, miraculous things



Natural responses to supernatural intervention 
are to be anticipated (12:18-19)
18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over 
what had become of Peter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find 
him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then 
he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 

• This miraculous intervention does not change the heart of the soldiers, Herod, or 

the Jews

• Only God changes hearts, and we need to pray and live like we believe He can 

and does



Questions to Consider

• When governing authorities rise in opposition to the church, 

how can this story encourage you and your family?

• Why should you be characterized as one who persists in 

prayer?

• How can you worship and honor the Lord of Scripture 

whose ways are mysterious?

• In what ways is it encouraging to you to know that the Lord 

hears and answers weak prayers?
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