
The Lord’s Power Revealed in 
Condemnation and Commendation 



20 Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with 
one accord, and having persuaded Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for 
peace, because their country depended on the king’s country for food. 

§ Tyre and Sidon are cities on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea

§ As cities in Syria, they are under the governing authority of king Herod Agrippa 

§ They did something to anger Herod and want to get back in his favor
§ Herod’s actions against James, Peter, and the Roman soldiers guarding Peter at the time of his 

escape are fresh illustrations of his hateful hostility
§ Realizing their offense against Herod could have negative consequences against them as centers 

of trade, they seek reconciliation with the king



21 On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration 
to them. 

§ The Jewish historian, Josephus, records that on the second day of a festival in Caesarea, Herod donned a 
special robe he had made

§ Herod enters the theater where he was scheduled to speak at daybreak and the morning sunlight made 
him appear to be glowing

§ He wants to be impressive, and the people want his favor
22 And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord 
struck him down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. 

§ Apparently, Herod gives a stirring oration 

§ Herod welcomes the adulations affirming his pompous presence (“he did not give God the glory”)

§ God’s reaction to Herod’s arrogant reception of deification brings swift judgment

§ Luke records that an angel of the Lord struck him

§ “he was eaten by worms and breathed his last,” – God brought the judgment of death to Herod



What can we learn from these events?

§ The power of God can bless and deliver His people and the power of God can curse and destroy 
the godless

§ God’s judgment of the regional ruler, Herod, shows that the sphere of governing officials is under 
God’s authority
§ The Lord’s authority superintends the sphere of authority of an individual, the sphere of authority of a 

family, the sphere of authority of a church, and the sphere of authority of all governments and governing 
agencies

§ There is no separation between secular and sacred with God 
§ Psalm 24:1 

§ Peter cited Psalm 110 and applied it to Jesus Christ as Lord on the Day of Pentecost
§ Acts 2:34–36 

§ Peter and the Apostles declare to the Jewish leaders that the resurrected and ascended Jesus is the 
Sovereign Ruler of His people and all the world 
§ Acts 5:27–31 

§ When governing authorities play God, they are playing with the fire of God’s judgment



24 But the word of God increased and multiplied. 

§ The Lord, who brings judgment on the godless, is the Lord who brings blessing on the gospel

§ God’s word going forward indicates the truths about the Law and standards of God are shared, and 
the power of the Holy Spirit gives life and presses people into the gospel hope of Jesus

25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their service, bringing 
with them John, whose other name was Mark.

§ They took an offering of money and goods to help the hungry and needy followers of Jesus in Judea
§ Acts 11:27–30 

§ The support sent from Antioch to Jerusalem is a display of the increase and multiplication of the 
Word of God as well
§ James 1:22 



1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, 
Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
§ The Lord blesses the church in Antioch with gifted men as leaders in the church in Antioch

§ Ephesians 4:11–12 

§ These men are a blessing to the church in Antioch and from among these men God chooses some to 
bless others outside the church 

2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them.” 
§ The church in Antioch focuses on the Lord with worship and fasting

§ Worship includes hearing the word of God, singing the truth of God, praying for the power of God, and fasting for 
sensitivity to God and His will

§ When there is sincere worship and fasting, the Lord is stirring and directing His people

§ Worship is not the focus of a day, but the focus of their lives
§ The Holy Spirit directs the church in Antioch to send out Barnabas and Saul as ministers of gospel life 

and truth in regions beyond the church in Antioch
§ There is a church in Antioch because God dispersed His people through persecution
§ The Lord is with His people, inspiring them and empowering them to fulfill the Great Commission

§ Matthew 28:18–20



3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.

§ Through a fasting and praying congregation, the people personally connect and support those 
God is sending out for ministry
§ People in the church laying their hands on the ministers God separates for ministry is an act displaying 

their affirmation of God’s activity
§ It also visibly shows they are uniting in heart and prayer with those going to spread the gospel

§ When the church unites in the power of God-exalting worship, worshiping people unite in Christ-
centered and others-oriented ministry

§ Entrepreneurs and workers impacting the marketplace for Christ through biblical integrity and 
gospel sensitivity should be sent out as well

§ As the Lord’s church, se need to support one another, and we need to be intentional about sharing 
the word of God and doing gospel ministry



§Why is it important for you not to divide the world into secular and 
sacred categories?

§What does the Lord’s condemnation of Herod teach you about sphere 
authorities?

§How should you deal with politicians and people taking the role of 
God?

§ In what ways does worship and fasting connect you to God and the 
people of your church?

§Will you pray for creative grace to build a business or work in ways 
that influences the community for Jesus? 
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