
ACTS 13:4-12
THE HOLY SPIRIT 

EMPOWERS PEOPLE AND 

THE WORD OF GOD 



NEW HOLY SPIRIT DIRECTED MISSION BEGINS (13:4-5) 

4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 5 When they 
arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them.

 Luke is inspired to give a record of Barnabas and Saul engaging in sharing the gospel, empowered and led 
by the Holy Spirit

 The abiding presence and power of the Holy Spirit equips followers of Jesus to share the gospel
 Acts 1:8 

 We should all do a better job of affirming and depending on the power of the Spirit of God

 The pattern of sharing with the Jews in synagogues before moving into Gentile communities became 
their established practice
 Romans 1:16–17 

 The Church is composed of many ethnicities blessed with salvation in Jesus, with none, including Jews, 
holding a “most-favored” status (Cf. Ephesians 2)

 Ezekiel prophecies about the coming New Covenant
 Ezekiel 11:19–20

 John Mark goes with them as an assistant in gospel mission



GOSPEL MESSENGERS MEET A FALSE PROPHET AND AN INTRIGUED 

GOVERNING OFFICIAL (13:6-7) 

6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain 
magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a 
man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 

 They came to their last stop on the island, the capital city of Paphos

 They met a man named “Bar-Jesus” (son of Jesus) also called Elymas 

 Bar-Jesus (Elymas) may have served as an advisor to the proconsul of the island, Sergius 
Paulus

 Sergius Paulus is the highest-ranking Roman official in the province of Cyprus

 Luke describes him as a man of intelligence 

 Sergius Paulus seeks them out because God is seeking him out 

 What is happening to Sergius Paulus is like what will happen to Lydia near Philippi
 Acts 16:13–14 

 We will not know if God is opening someone’s heart if we don’t share the word of 
God with unbelievers



OPPOSITION TO GOSPEL MISSION COMES FROM THE FALSE 

PROPHET (13:8) 

8 But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking 
to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 

 Elymas probably recognizes the rising interest of Sergius Paulus in what Barnabas 
and Saul are sharing

 He feels His role as a trusted advisor to the proconsul is being threatened

 God gives life to the dead and calls the blind out of darkness into the marvelous 
light of the Lord (1 Peter 2:9)

 Application:

 We should not be shocked when opposition to truth rises

 Children of darkness will always seek to extinguish or move away from the light 
(John 3:19-20)



SPIRIT-FILLED GOSPEL SERVANTS CHASTEN THE AGENT OF 

DARKNESS (13:9-11) 

9 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10 and said, “You son 
of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked 
the straight paths of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind 
and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about 
seeking people to lead him by the hand. 

 From this point forward Saul (Hebrew) is called Paul (Greek) and Paul has the more primary 
role, rather than Barnabas as the gospel’s influence among Gentiles increases

 We also see that the fullness of the Holy Spirit is not always made evident by tenderness and 
sweetness

 The calculated attempted redirection of Sergius Paulus by Elymus is met head-on by Paul 
(verses 10-11)

 Paul sensed the presence of the Lord so intensely that he knew temporary blindness was 
coming to Elymas

 His blindness is temporary, giving the sense that all is not lost

 When his sight returns, hopefully it comes with a repentant heart
 2 Corinthians 7:10 



GOD USES TRUTH AND CONFRONTATION TO BRING SAVING 

FAITH IN THE GOSPEL (13:12) 

12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was 

astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

 The Spirit of God illumined the heart and mind of Sergius Paulus, and 

biblical truth made sense

 The hand of God’s judgment against Elymus confirms God’s judgment is 

not to be taken lightly

 The Spirit of God in the people of God is doing the work of God



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

 What does daily dependence on the Holy Spirit look like in your life?

 How is the testimony of God’s work in the heart of Sergius Paulus 

encouraging to you?

 What should be your reaction to distractions and opposition coming from 

others as you share the gospel?

 Is the fullness of the Holy Spirit always made known in tenderness and 

sweetness?

 How is the conversion of Sergius Paulus encouraging to you?
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