
Acts 14:1-18
Gospel blessing and opposition in Iconium



Gospel grace produces division (14:1-7) 
1 Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of  
both Jews and Greeks believed. 
• Paul and Barnabas visit the local synagogue and are likely invited to share again 
• Speaking of  Jesus Christ as the fullness of  God’s redemptive plan as promised in the Old 

Testament, many Jews and God-fearing Gentiles come to saving faith
2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 
• Perturb because their Jewish traditions are being threatened by the message, Jews in the 

synagogue rejecting the gospel of  Jesus, slander Paul and Barnabas
• To discredit the message, they criticize and vilify the messengers
• It may not be true, but truth doesn’t matter in the arena of  self-preservation

• Stiff-arming conviction produces resentment and antagonism in those who fail to surrender to 
Jesus

• Gospel grace divides those who accept their need of  Jesus and those who don’t



Gospel grace produces division (14:1-7) 
3 So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of  his 
grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 
• Compelled by the Spirit of  God to protect new followers of  Jesus, and to continue 

proclaiming Christ-alone as Savior and Lord, Paul and Barnabas continue to minister
• The power of  the resurrected Lord granted them miraculous gifts supporting their 

ministry
• Signs and wonders do not change people’s hearts
• God may bear witness with signs and wonders today, but only the Spirit of  God gives life and 

changes hearts



Gospel grace produces division (14:1-7) 
4 But the people of  the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with the apostles. 
• Division remains among those who accept the authority and the work of  the Lord 

Jesus and those who reject Jesus
• We are foolish to think we can bring acceptance by coddling sinners 

• Jesus came to save sinners, not good people
• Mark 2:16–17 

• Jesus doesn’t say sinners and tax collectors are not in serious condition
• He indicates they acknowledge their serious condition and seek a Savior

• Our hearts and our church are to be open to sinners of  all types who need to hear the 
gospel

• This doesn’t mean their sinful desires are okay and will be tolerated



Gospel grace produces division (14:1-7) 
• All sinful desires and sinful practices will be directed to Jesus for cleansing, forgiveness, and 

repentance
• We encourage everyone to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.” 

(Romans 13:14)
• We believe sins, and the desires to sin, are to be put to death by the grace of  God
• We believe attempts to remain culturally relevant by downplaying and accepting the existence 

of  sinful desires compromises the gospel and is deadly dangerous
• Compromises made in the name of  empathic sensitivity, so that homosexual and transgender 

desires are acceptable in church is playing with fire
• Sins of  the heart are directly confronted by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7)

• What we are seeing, and hearing today, is gospel grace producing division
• Many believe today that it is insensitive to call sin, sin
• But if  you don’t acknowledge your sin, you don’t need a Savior



Gospel grace produces division (14:1-7) 
5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone 
them, 6 they learned of  it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of  Lycaonia, and to the surrounding 
country, 7 and there they continued to preach the gospel. 
• Hate and hostility are stirred up against Paul and Barnabas 
• Mob justice is instigated, and bloodthirsty people call for their lives (“to mistreat them and 

to stone them”)
• When Paul and Barnabas learn of  the plot, they escape to Lystra and Derbe
• There are times we stay and battle
• There are times we flee the hate and hostility
• We must trust God to give us wisdom to know what to do and when to do it
• No matter where we are or what we are doing, we must be faithful to share the gospel



Gospel opposition can create gospel opportunity (14:8-10) 
8 Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled from birth and had 
never walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had 
faith to be made well, 10 said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.”  And he sprang up and began 
walking. 
• When Paul and Barnabas were in Lystra, they came across a man crippled from birth

• His attentiveness to the gospel message indicates God is working in his heart
• Paul senses the presence of  faith in his heart and instructs the crippled man stand up
• Revealing his God-given confidence, he doesn’t hesitate, but jumps up and walks

• God drove Paul and Barnabas from Iconium because there is a divine appointment to 
call this man out of  darkness to light, out of  lameness to wholeness 

• When we go from one place to another, we should be anticipating the evidence that 
God is bringing someone across our path in need



Diversion is a tactic of  the enemy’s gospel 
opposition (14:11-13)

11 And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down 
to us in the likeness of  men!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief  speaker. 13 And the 
priest of  Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice 
with the crowds.
• The people witnessing the healing of  the crippled man react with amazement and assume gods have 

taken on human form and are visiting them
• The people of  Lystra, led by the priest of  Zeus, are ready to hold a celebration, offering oxen and garlands to honor 

the gods among them
• Because the people are speaking in Lycaonian, it probably takes Paul and Barnabas time to figure out what happening 

• Satan has been unsuccessful in stopping the advancement of  the gospel message by persecution
• The master deceiver decides he will inspire people to shower them with praise, affirming them as gods
• Affirmation can be a diversion tactic of  the enemy that we must be prepared to handle

• Praise is the downfall of  many people
• Proverbs 27:21 

• People’s responses to praise and honor reveals their heart



Gospel clarity opposes distractions of  self-glory (14:14-18) 
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of  it, they tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, 
crying out, 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of  like nature with you, and we bring you 
good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the 
sea and all that is in them. 16 In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he 
did not leave himself  without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 
satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 18 Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people from 
offering sacrifice to them. 
• The reaction of  Paul and Barnabas stands in clear contrast to the reaction of  Herod

• Acts 12:21–23 
• The gospel mission of  Paul and Barnabas is to exalt the Lordship of  Jesus Christ
• They represent the Lord of  all creation who holds all nations and peoples to account

• The benefits of  creations glory and goodness impacts them everyday
• Natural law within their hearts reveals a standard of  righteousness and justice that is universal and 

consistent 



Gospel clarity opposes distractions of  self-glory (14:14-18) 

• Verse 16 – In this age of  the New Covenant gospel advancement, the pathways of  all 
nations are important

• The gospel Paul and Barnabas share is the sole message of  hope and peace with the 
One True God

• But people are so bent on affirming themselves, by honoring gods made in their image, 
they refuse to reject their false projections 

• The glory of  the gospel is God’s alone
• Isaiah 42:8 

• We need to keep the focus on God, understanding that gospel clarity opposes all 
distractions of  self-glory



Questions to Consider
• How have you witnessed gospel truth causing division? Why should you be 

prepared for it?
• How can we be open to sinners without compromising biblical 

condemnation of  their sinful desires?
• In what ways do you need to be more discerning of  influences in our 

evangelical world?
• Are you anticipating God bringing people across your path in need?
• What are some ways personal praise can be a diversionary tactic of  the 

enemy? Are you prepared to deal with it biblically?
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