
Acts 15:22-35
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MUTUAL PURSUIT OF UNITY IN TRUTH



Clarifying fundamental gospel expectations for 
churches is necessary (15:22-29) 

Ø What is depicted here is the composition of a letter 
affirming the authority of truth in Jesus Christ that is to be 
mutually upheld

Ø Unity in the pursuit of truth is a mutually good and glorious 
thing
Ø Ephesians 4:1–3 
Ø Ephesians 4:25 



Clarifying fundamental gospel expectations for 
churches is necessary (15:22-29) 
22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, 
to choose men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among 
the brothers, 
§ “Then” – following the summation of James about the inclusion of Gentiles in 

New Covenant gospel grace without demanding them to obey the Law of 
Moses 
§ Converted Pharisees hold that adhering to the Law of Moses is important of Jew and 

Gentile followers of Jesus
§ It is shown that Gentiles are being brought to faith in Jesus without obeying the Law

§ James quotes the prophet Amos
§ Amos 9:11–12 

§ God is calling out Jewish and Gentile people for salvation to restore the tent of David 
§ The summation of James is that Gentiles are not to be placed under the Law 

to come to Jesus as Savior and Lord



Clarifying fundamental gospel expectations for 
churches is necessary (15:22-29) 
23 with the following letter: “The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the brothers who are of 
the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 
u As the mother church, Jerusalem wants to disciple daughter churches according to gospel truth
u The church in Jerusalem realizes they are associated with false teachers
u The church in Jerusalem is sending out a letter to Gentile churches
24 Since we have heard that some persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, 
unsettling your minds, although we gave them no instructions,
u The problem is the result of people from their congregation spreading false teaching

u The implication is that these people are communicating the expectations of the church in Jerusalem
u The false teaching is that circumcision (keeping the Mosaic law) is necessary for salvation

u The letter from church in Jerusalem states that these were people from their church, but they 
were not official representatives

u Jerusalem is officially acknowledging the troubling and unsettling instructions the false teachers 
gave are wrong, and do not represent the beliefs of the church in Jerusalem
u Churches can be judged by their errant members
u This is why unity in truth, teaching, and practice are important



Clarifying fundamental gospel expectations for 
churches is necessary (15:22-29) 
25 it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send them to 
you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
u The Lord used this problem to sanctify and unify the theology and thoughts of the church in 

Jerusalem (“having come to one accord”)
u The letter communicates that their church became united in submission to truth, NOT that they are 

the determiners of truth
u Having come together in the knowledge of the truth, they desire to acknowledge the gospel truth 

God led them to confirm – salvation by God’s grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone
u Jerusalem is sending this letter, and messengers from the church, with Barnabas and Paul
27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word 
of mouth.
u Judas and Silas, the messengers sent from Jerusalem with Barnabas and Paul, will affirm 

personally what the letter states
u They will go with this letter to the various Gentile church impacted by the false teaching



Clarifying fundamental gospel expectations for 
churches is necessary (15:22-29) 
28 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater 
burden than these requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been 
sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and 
from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. 
Farewell.”
u The apostles and elders are NOT equating themselves to the Holy Spirit
u The apostles and elders in Jerusalem are affirming the work of the Holy Spirit 

in Gentile converts, who came to faith in Jesus without conforming to Mosaic 
law

u The apostles and elders also affirm Holy Spirit inspired Scripture prophesying 
Jew and Gentile salvation and unity in the New Covenant
u 2 Timothy 3:16–17 



Clarifying fundamental gospel expectations for 
churches is necessary (15:22-29) 
u The expectation of the church in Jerusalem is that those coming to faith will desire to abstain 

the following:
u “what has been sacrificed to idols” – the rituals of pagan temples involves offering meat as a 

sacrifice to idols
u “from blood” – the rituals of pagan temples also included ritualistic anointings and consumption of 

the blood of animals
u “from what has been strangled” – rather than bleeding out an animal, some sacrificial animals are 

strangled, retaining their blood, and they are consumed in a ritualistic fashion
u "from sexual immorality” – in pagan ritual and in the course of life, unsaved people engaged in 

sexual immorality of various types
u 1 Corinthians 6:9–11
u Paul’s teaching elsewhere is not contrary to the requirements listed by the apostles and 

elders in the church in Jerusalem
u 1 Corinthians 10:23–25

u Buying meat in the marketplace is different than going to the local pagan temple for dinner 
and eating meat sacrificed to an idol in a temple to false gods



Unity is best promoted by messengers with 
gospel integrity (15:30-35) 
u Direction, not perfection, is the requirement for sharing truth credibly 

u Matthew 7:1–6 
u It is glorious when submission to the authority of truth in Jesus Christ is 

celebrated
30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having 
gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31 And when 
they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. 
u The messengers from Jerusalem read the letter to the church in Antioch and 

the church there is relieved and encouraged
u The false teaching they heard is condemned and their faith is affirmed



Unity is best promoted by messengers with 
gospel integrity (15:30-35) 
32 And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and strengthened the 
brothers with many words. 33 And after they had spent some time, they were sent off in peace 
by the brothers to those who had sent them. 
u Judas and Silas are congregational prophets who spoke to the people of the church in 

Antioch for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation (1 Corinthians 14:3)
u Judas and Silas ministered truth to their spiritual brothers and sisters
u When they completed their task of sharing the communication to the Gentile churches, the 

Gentile churches sent them back to Jerusalem in peace 
35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, 
with many others also.
u Paul and Barnabas continue to shepherd the church in Antioch
u This means they are teaching Scripture, sharing the teaching of Jesus, and applying it to the 

church
u Romans 15:4–6 

u Paul and Barnabas have gospel integrity
u They live under the authority of Jesus Christ, and they teach gospel truth with the authority of Jesus 

Christ
u They set a foundation of gospel truth in Jesus Christ, and it weathers the storms of life



Questions to Consider

u How is unity in the pursuit of gospel truth a mutually good and 
glorious thing?

u What do you learn from the way the church in Jerusalem took 
responsibility for the false teachers that came from among them? 

u What would your brothers and sisters in Christ affirm you have 
risked for the sake of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ?

u In what ways are you living your life under the authority of the 
truth of Jesus Christ?

u How do you need God to enable you to do a better at promoting 
unity in truth with your brothers and sisters in Christ?
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