
Acts 15:30-41
Christian life and ministry are 
carried out by flawed people 
transformed by grace



Unity is best 
promoted by 
messengers with 
gospel integrity 
(15:30-35)

�Direction, not perfection, is the requirement for 
sharing truth credibly 

� Matthew 7:1–6 

� If we fail to submit to the authority of our Lord Jesus 
personally, we have no basis to demand submission 
to the authority of Jesus from others

� It is a joyous time when there is a mutual submission 
to authority 

� It is glorious when submission to the authority of 
truth in Jesus Christ is celebrated



Unity is best 
promoted by 
messengers with 
gospel integrity 
(15:30-35)

30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and 
having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the 
letter. 31 And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its 
encouragement.
� The messengers from Jerusalem read the letter to the church 

in Antioch and the church there is relieved and encouraged
� The false teaching they heard is condemned and their faith is 

affirmed
� What a blessing it is to experience joy from the affirmation of 

the Lord’s gospel work in us
32 And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, 
encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many words. 33 
And after they had spent some time, they were sent off in peace 
by the brothers to those who had sent them. 
� Judas and Silas are congregational prophets who spoke to the 

people of the church in Antioch for their upbuilding and 
encouragement and consolation (1 Corinthians 14:3)

� Judas and Silas ministered truth to their spiritual brothers and 
sisters

� When they completed their task of sharing the 
communication to the Gentile churches, the Gentile churches 
sent them back to Jerusalem in peace 



Unity is best 
promoted by 
messengers with 
gospel integrity 
(15:30-35)

35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, 
teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with 
many others also.
�Paul and Barnabas continue to shepherd the church 

in Antioch
�This means they are teaching Scripture, sharing the 

teaching of Jesus, and applying it to the church
� Romans 15:4–6 

�Paul and Barnabas have gospel integrity
� They live under the authority of Jesus Christ, and they 

teach gospel truth with the authority of Jesus Christ
� They set a foundation of gospel truth in Jesus Christ, and 

it weathers the storms of life



God provides 
direction 
through conflict 
and failure 
(15:36-41) 

36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us 
return and visit the brothers in every city where we 
proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” 
� It is a good thing to check on the welfare of brothers and 

sisters in Christ
� This is a way followers of Jesus become pillars and 

buttresses of truth
37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called 
Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one 
who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not 
gone with them to the work. 
� Barnabas communicates the desire to bring his cousin, 

John Mark with them
� John Mark accompanied Barnabas and Paul on the first 

missionary journey
� When they arrived in Pamphylia something occurred that 

caused John mark to return home
� John Mark apparently left his missionary partners in the lurch 

when the fires of life and ministry started to burn



God provides 
direction 
through conflict 
and failure 
(15:36-41) 

�Paul is not saying John Mark is an untrustworthy 
heathen, but one who proved to not to be currently 
trustworthy in ministry

� The trials of life and ministry reveal one’s maturity in the 
faith

� Genuine converts with solid theology and impeccable logic 
must be refined by fire

� 1 Peter 1:3–7 
� James 1:2–4 
� Romans 5:1–5 

� Trial by fire reveals one’s focus, loyalty, strengths, and weaknesses
� Failure does not mean you need to surrender your uniform and 

disengage from church
� Failure under trial reveals the need to bolster one’s faith in truth 

and the authority of Jesus

�Paul feels John Mark needs more strength training in 
the faith



God provides 
direction 
through conflict 
and failure 
(15:36-41) 

What about Barnabas?
�Barnabas believes John Mark learned his lessons and 

is ready to rejoin the team
�He showed support for Saul’s conversion when most 

of the leaders in Jerusalem were skeptical (Acts 9:26-
30)

� Colossians 3:12–15 
�The anticipation of God’s grace and the desire for 

restoration are to be the desires of our hearts
�We don’t want to lose sight of God’s mercy toward us 

and His willingness to forgive



God provides 
direction 
through conflict 
and failure 
(15:36-41) 

39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they 
separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with 
him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas 
and departed, having been commended by the brothers 
to the grace of the Lord. 41 And he went through Syria 
and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 
�Thing clearly got hot between Paul and Barnabas

� Each one held a position
� Each one had reasons for their position 
� They decided to part company due to the lack of resolve

�God graciously uses this clash to further the gospel
� Barnabas took Mark and went to the island of Cyprus to 

help the new congregations there
� Paul and Silas went north through Syria into Cilicia for the 

same reason, to strengthen the churches
� From this point forward, the focus of Luke in Acts is one 

the gospel ministry of Paul



God provides 
direction 
through conflict 
and failure 
(15:36-41) 

Who was right and who was wrong?
� The inspired text recorded by Luke does not indicate that 

one was right
� What we can confidently say is that Paul and Barnabas 

each had the courage of his convictions 
�You need to “fish or cut bait” and through failure or 

conflict the choice is made for you
�Many divisions today are not the result of biblically 

reasoned differences, but feelings with Scripture 
sprinkled on to make the feelings sound spiritual

� In the future Paul, Barnabas and John Mark 
experience healing and comradery 

� 1 Corinthians 9:6 
� Colossians 4:10 
� 2 Timothy 4:9–11 



Questions 
to 

Consider

�How do you need God to help you do better at 
affirming His grace in others?

�Why is sharing God’s word with others an important 
part of Christian fellowship?

� In what ways can you do better at checking on the 
welfare of your brothers and sisters in Christ?

�What do we learn about ourselves and others by 
going through fiery trials?

�Why is anticipating the grace of God and seeking the 
restoration of fellow believers important?

�Since complacency is not an option, how are you 
going to “fish or cut bait”?



Acts 15:30-41
Christian life and ministry are 
carried out by flawed people 
transforming by grace


