
Acts 16:6-15
The evidence of the Lord’s hand 

in all aspects of gospel life



Trust the direction of the Lord (16:6-10)

vNo doubt Paul, Silas, and Timothy prayerfully made plans about where they go 
and to whom they will share the gospel

vBut Luke records how their plans are redirected



Trust the direction of the Lord (16:6-10)

6 And they went through 
the region of Phrygia and 
Galatia, having been 
forbidden by the Holy 
Spirit to speak the word 
in Asia.





Trust the direction of the Lord (16:6-10)
6 And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 
speak the word in Asia.
vApparently, Paul, Silas, and Timothy planned to go into Asia
vIn some manner the Holy Spirit prevented them going into that region
vLuke gives no record of frustration or discouragement
7 And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not 
allow them. 
vWhether described as the Holy Spirit or the Spirit of Jesus, the hand of the Lord is directing the 

path of His servants
8 So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of 
Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And 
when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God 
had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
vThey likely find themselves asking for God’s direction all along the way, and they do so while in 

Troas
vThe missionaries discuss the possible indications of the vision Paul received
vThe missionaries believe this vision is God’s way of directing them to go to Macedonia



Trust the direction of the Lord (16:6-10)

What can we learn from this passage?
vPrayerfully seeking God’s direction in life (in all of life) is something every child 

of God should do
vWe are to trust that God will guide us in all we do and everywhere we go

vProverbs 3:5–6

vWe are not to throw caution to the wind, but prayerfully make plans, allowing God 
to change them as He sees fit
vProverbs 16:9 
vProverbs 19:21 

vInvolving other God-centered people in the deliberation of a decision is wise
vProverbs 11:14 
vProverbs 15:22



Trust the direction of the Lord (16:6-10)

vGod guides each of His children in all of life in all they do
vThe Lord’s redirections of the paths of our lives should not cause frustration, but 

open our eyes to the enhanced opportunities He provides
vThe proper response to the Lord’s guidance is obedience
Question:
vIf you received direct communication that you were needed to provide the 

gospel’s saving help to people, would you go?
Matthew 28:18–20



Share the gospel and trust the Lord to open hearts (16:11-15)

11 So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from 
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city 
some days. 

vResponding to the call of God through the vision to go to Macedonia, the missionaries board a ship and set 
sail 

13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of 
prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. 

vPhilippi did not have a synagogue where the missionaries could initiate gospel ministry

vOn the Sabbath, passages of Scripture are read, psalms are sung, and prayers are offered

vNo Jewish men were in attendance, so the missionaries sat among the women gathering for Sabbath worship 

vThis is an opportunity to show how the Old Testament Scriptures point to the Messiah
vThe missionaries then show how Jesus fulfilled the promises of Scripture, becoming the only atoning sacrifice needed

vThe resurrection and ascension of Jesus reveal Him to be the conquering Savior and the reigning Lord of glory

vThe message would be much like Peter’s on the Day of Pentecost

v Acts 2:32–36



Share the gospel and trust the Lord to open hearts (16:11-15)

14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, 
who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 
vLydia is a Gentile who became “a worshiper of God” or a God-fearer
vLydia is apparently a businesswoman who relocated from Thyatira to Philippi to market purple 

goods
vAs she listened to Paul teach how Jesus fulfills the teaching of Scripture, the Lord opens her heart 

to the gospel (regeneration) 
vJohn 3:3 
vJohn 6:63 
vTitus 3:4–7 

vPaul is faithful and obedient to the commission to share the gospel
vRomans 10:14
vIt is ultimately God who gives spiritual life and calls the lost and blind out of darkness into His marvelous light
vThe Lord chooses to use His people to share the good news with the lost, knowing that He will call His sheep to 

Himself
vWe are commanded to share the gospel and trust that the Lord will open the hearts of those who He will save



Share the gospel and trust the Lord to open hearts (16:11-15)

15 And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she 
prevailed upon us. 
vLydia is given life and receives the gospel message
vThe gospel is shared with the members of her household, meaning family and 

servants, and they are baptized
vMatthew 28:18–20

vThose coming to faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior, are to meet their Lord in water 
of baptism, as a sign of New Covenant life given to them

vHer heart displays immediately the grace of hospitality
vRomans 12:13 

vShe appears to have been determined 
vGod’s saving grace is powerful and transforming



Questions to Consider

vAre you praying and planning? 
vAre you trusting the direction of God?
vWhen the Lord redirects your plans, are you 
frustrated, or are your eyes open to the enhanced 
opportunities He provides?
vAre you sharing gospel truth and trusting God to 
open hearts?
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