
The Power of Jesus Over 
the Powers of Darkness



▪Seeking credibility from fleshly and secular minds is a 
dangerous and unbiblical compromise
▪Isaiah 42:8 
▪Isaiah 48:11



16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who 
had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-
telling. 
▪During their time in Philippi, Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke made 

Sabbath visits to the place of prayer to continue sharing about Jesus
▪On the way, they cross paths with a slave girl who has two or more 

masters 
▪ Luke records that she has a “spirit of divination,” πύθων (pythōn) – Luke 

describes her as being possessed by the Pythian god, Apollo 
▪ Scripture commands the people of God not to participate in dark demonic evils 

like fortune-telling 
▪ The dark arts are demonic playgrounds to be avoided by the people of God 
▪ “brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling” – then, as now, fortune-telling 

is very lucrative



17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the 
Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.”
▪What she says is true, so why does Paul eventually take issue with her?
▪She does not know true salvation
▪But saying this declares them to be fellow spiritual people (a lie)



18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said 
to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out 
that very hour. 
▪ The girl followed Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke around for several days, making her 

declaration
▪ Eventually, Paul becomes “greatly annoyed”
▪ “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” – the power and authority of 

Jesus are a reality for the Lord’s people on earth
▪ Is the power of Jesus confronting evil and changing lives today?

▪ Jesus is transforming lives to this very day
▪ 1 Corinthians 6:9–11
▪ 2 Corinthians 3:18

▪ As we traverse places in our homes, neighborhoods, workplaces, and communities, Jesus emboldens 
us to expose evil for what it is
▪ Ephesians 5:11

▪ Thoughts for Worship – Corrupted by Compromise
▪ James 4:4

▪ Remember, when you are at war, the enemy shoots back



19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, 
▪ In the name of Jesus Christ, Paul casts the demon from the girl
▪Her ability to be a fortune-teller is now gone
▪Luke records that her owner’s ability to make money through her 

evaporated
▪The power of Jesus Christ, called on by Paul, ruined their investment in 

the slave girl
▪When gospel truth brings social and economic implications, we need 

to be prepared for society's reaction
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before 
the rulers.
▪The owners of the girl stir up an angry mob
▪The crowd overpowers Paul and Silas and takes them to the governing 

officials in town



20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, 
and they are disturbing our city. 
▪ The mob brought them to the “magistrates” 
▪ The first charge is that Paul and Silas are Jews and disturbing the peace with their 

religious activity 
21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 
▪ The second accusation is that Paul and Silas are lawless men, even though their 

apprehension and punishment break Roman law 
▪ Teaching that Jesus is the Lord (the One who has ruling authority) is construed to 

be a threat to Caesar
▪ Communication expressing the authority of Jesus Christ is an important element of 

their evangelistic message
22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them 
and gave orders to beat them with rods. 
▪ The mob increases in size and fervor
▪ The ruling officials ripped the clothes off their bodies and gave orders to the 

lictors to beat them



23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into 
prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 
▪ After beating them severely, they are thrown into the city jail
24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened 
their feet in the stocks.
▪ Following orders, the jailer put Paul and Silas in wooden stocks in the most 

protected place in the jailhouse
▪ They are fastened in for retention, not comfort
▪ Paul is probably remembering the words of the Lord on the day of his 

conversion and commissioning
▪ Acts 9:15–16

▪ It is brutal, but it isn’t surprising
▪ Sharing the gospel and biblical truth is guaranteed to bring opposition and 

abuse 
▪ 1 Peter 4:12–16 

▪ Gospel truth and transformation will produce varying degrees of resentment 
and hatefulness



▪Why is it important for Christians to avoid the dark arts?
▪How have you seen Jesus confronting evil and changing lives?
▪In what ways do you need to be better prepared for spiritual 
war?

▪How does the gospel bring social and economic change?
▪Why should we champion these changes? 
▪How can we best prepare ourselves, our families, and our 
church for the negative and hostile reaction of people and 
society?
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