
Acts 16:24-40
The Power of Christ-centered Joy



Delight in God amid affliction (16:25) 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,
• Battered and bruised from head to toe, these “stock-bound” Christians began 

praying openly as well as singing hymns to the praise of their Lord and Savior
• Joyous songs of triumph and praise may be anticipated when circumstances are 

pleasant and advantageous
• Prayers and praise after receiving beatings and binding in jail are not typical or 

expected
• What would you do?

• Walking in the flesh, one would feel anything from despondency to aggravation 
• Walking in the Spirit brings Christ-centered concern for others to the forefront and 

joy in the Lord for His sovereign direction
Galatians 5:22–23
• The fruit of the Spirit is not mild passivity
• The fruit of the Spirit is the power to stand against evil and the enemy

• Christians walk in the Spirit consistently



Delight in God amid affliction (16:25) 

• Being Spirit-led consistently means we encounter affliction and suffering 
in the power of God
• John 16:33
• James 1:2–3 
• 1 Peter 4:12–14 

• Let us stay focused on Jesus, have compassion for the lost, get ticked at 
sin, and find the joy of the Lord to be our strength

and the prisoners were listening to them, 
• The prisoners heard Paul and Silas pray openly to the Lord and sing the 

truths of Scripture boldly and intentionally
• Prayers of praise and singing in affliction are counterintuitive to the flesh, 

but they are powerful displays of the power of the Spirit of Christ



God opens doors for evangelism (16:26-32) 
26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds 
were unfastened. 
• While Paul and Silas are praying and singing, God unleashes a significant earthquake
• The Lord must have impressed Paul and Silas to stay put, and they apparently 

encouraged the prisoners to do the same 
• Earlier accounts in the book of Acts have the Lord delivering Peter and John from prison, 

Peter from prison, and Paul from arrest by authorities
• The Lord evidently impressed their hearts to stay

• We need to be consistently attentive to God’s leading
27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul 
cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 
• Roman law could demand the life of a jailer or warden for the loss of a prisoner
• Paul recognizes that the jailer is about to kill himself and calls out to him to stop 

because all the prisoners remain in the jail



God opens doors for evangelism (16:26-32) 
29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he 
fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
• The jailer requests the lamps to be lit to confirm Paul’s declaration
• He had heard some of the prayers and songs of Paul and Silas
• Through the communication of truth, he knew himself to be a sinner in 

need of a Savior
• 1 Peter 3:15

• God empowers Paul and Silas
• God makes an effectual call to the heart of the jailer 



God opens doors for evangelism (16:26-32) 
31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 
and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and 
to all who were in his house. 
• Paul and Silas instruct him to put his faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord
• Paul and Silas also give instructions to the members of the jailer’s 

household to place their faith in Jesus as their Savior and Lord
• The members of his household are old enough to understand the gospel 

and place their faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord
• Romans 1:16 



Gospel grace produces remarkable transformation (16:33-34)

33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and 
he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 
• When the Lord transforms hearts, the fruit of that transformation is evident
• The jailer willingly meets his Lord and Savior in the waters of baptism
• The members of his family who heard the gospel also believed, and they are 

now baptized 
34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he 
rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God. 
• Hospitality is consistent evidence of gospel transformation
• The joy in Jesus that Paul and Silas display is now the joy in Jesus the jailer and 

his family share
• 1 John 1:3–4 

• May God grant us a passion to share the joy of Jesus



The law of the land can be utilized for gospel purposes 
(16:35-40)
35 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those 
men go.” 36 And the jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The 
magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out now and go in 
peace.” 
• The earthquake may have caused the magistrates to reconsider their 

treatment of Paul and Silas
• They possibly send the same men that beat Paul and Silas with rods to 

inform the jailer to release them



The law of the land can be utilized for gospel purposes 
(16:35-40)
37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men 
who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and do they now 
throw us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out.” 
• Paul now operates in the governmental sphere of authority and puts forward 

the rights he and Silas have as Roman citizens
• Roman citizens are not to be subjected to public beatings
• Roman citizens are not to be condemned without a trial

• Knowing all authority is Christ’s, Paul calls on the governing officials to uphold 
law and order
• Passiveness is not godliness

• This makes it evident that Christians can uphold their rights as citizens to the glory 
of the Lordship of Jesus

• Paul demands that the magistrates openly acknowledge that they were wrong 
• Paul wants them to come to the jail to lead them out of the jail



The law of the land can be utilized for gospel purposes 
(16:35-40)
38 The police reported these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they 
heard that they were Roman citizens. 39 So they came and apologized to them. And 
they took them out and asked them to leave the city. 
• The rod bearers (the police, who are the lictors) carry the rods to instill fear of 

punishment in people
• The lictors now return to the magistrates with a message that will instill fear of 

punishment in them
• Unlawful beatings and incarceration of Roman citizens are serious violations of Roman law 

and order
• The magistrates are highly motivated to make things right so that they are not reported by 

Paul and Silas
• The magistrates openly come to the prison and publicly apologize to Paul and Silas

• Paul uses the God-given restraints of law and order to hold the magistrates in check
• This will cause the magistrates to be abundantly cautious, giving the young congregation 

in Philippi time to grow and mature 
• Hoping to avoid problems, they ask Paul and Silas to leave Philippi



Questions to Consider

- How can you do a better job of delighting in the Lord amid suffering 
and affliction?

- In what ways do you need the Lord to help your prayer and singing life 
improve?

- How is the attentiveness of Paul and Silas to God’s leading an 
encouragement to you?

- How does the jailer’s response show that the prayers and singing of 
Paul and Silas are filled with gospel truth?

- Did the Philippian jailer’s baptized household include infants?
- What does gospel transformation look like for the Philippian jailer? 
- What does the use of the law for Roman citizens teach you about 

utilizing the law in our country?
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