
ACTS 17:1-9
GOSPEL MINISTRY ARRIVES AND IS 

OPPOSED IN THESSALONICA 



PAUL LEADS A BIBLE STUDY AT THE SYNAGOGUE (17:1-3)

1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came 
to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 
• Paul, Silas, and Timothy leave Philippi and make their way through 

Amphipolis and Apollonia on their way to Thessalonica 
• On their journey, they make plans to start sharing the gospel of Jesus at 

the synagogue in town (“to the Jew first, and also to the Greek”)
• They make plans, but they have no idea how the people will react
• As with all their ministry ventures, they openhandedly entrust it to the Lord



PAUL LEADS A BIBLE STUDY AT THE SYNAGOGUE (17:1-3)

2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned 
with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for 
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I 
proclaim to you, is the Christ.”
• Luke does not say how long they were in Thessalonica before going to the 

synagogue 
• Once they started attending, they went there for three Sabbaths
• Three words describe what Paul did when he was at the synagogue talking 

to the Jews and God-fearing Gentiles
1. “reasoned” – Paul unrolled scrolls and read Scripture to them
2. “explaining” – Paul showed from these passages what the ministry of the Messiah was 

to look like (Death: Psalm 22; Isaiah 53; Resurrection: Psalm 16)
3. “proving” – Paul unpacks how the life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of 

Jesus fulfills what Scripture teaches



PAUL LEADS A BIBLE STUDY AT THE SYNAGOGUE (17:1-3)

• Contrary to the common expectation of the Jews (seeing the Messiah 
as an earthy ruler to reestablish the national glory of Israel again), “it 
was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead”
• Jesus came not to destroy the law but to fulfill it
• As a perfect man, Jesus became the perfect sacrifice of atonement 
• Jesus, Paul proclaims, is the Christ, promised in eternity and delivered in time 

as the Savior of the world
• It should be our passion to see Jesus and learn lessons from the pages 

of Old Testament Scripture
• Romans 15:4 



THE LORD BROUGHT SOME JEWS AND SEVERAL GENTILES 
TO FAITH IN CHRIST (17:4)

4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a 
great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 
• Scripture is used by God as part of the effectual calling of souls to 

salvation
• 1 Peter 1:23 
• Scripture is powerful, and we should use it!
• Some of those brought to faith were Jews
• There were many “God-fearing” Greeks and Gentile women who were 

business leaders in Thessalonica
• These believers become the first members of the church in 

Thessalonica that Paul, Silas, and Timothy would write
• 1 Thessalonians 1:1



JEALOUS JEWS STIR UP A MOB AGAINST THOSE SHARING THE 
GOSPEL (17:5-7)

5 But the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, 
they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of 
Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd.
• Their jealousy shows that their religion is man-centered and not God-

centered
• What does the jealousy of these Jews cause them to do?
• They go to the town square, where they know evil men with time on their hands 

like to hang out
• The rabble are easily stirred up because they are godless thugs filled with 

resentment 
• It is disgusting when people in positions of power use less fortunate individuals 

in society to accomplish their evil ends
• “men of the rabble” – malcontents of society who become rabble-rousers 



JEALOUS JEWS STIR UP A MOB AGAINST THOSE SHARING THE 
GOSPEL (17:5-7)

• Jews of the synagogue would typically have nothing to do with the 
“wicked men of the rabble”
• They only use discontents for their own sordid purposes
• The rabble-rousers form a mob to demand that the authorities exact a 

judgment that will appease the resentment that has been focused on Paul and 
Silas

• The mob goes to the house of Jason
• Jason is likely a member of the synagogue that came to faith in Jesus
• It is probable that the new church in Thessalonica meets in his house

• The mob wants to drag Paul and Silas to the authorities



JEALOUS JEWS STIR UP A MOB AGAINST THOSE SHARING THE 
GOSPEL (17:5-7)

6 And when they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers 
before the city authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside 
down have come here also, 7 and Jason has received them, and they are all acting 
against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.”
• The mob decides to drag Jason and some of the other followers of Jesus to the 

authorities
• The charge is that Paul and Silas disturb the peace, having a reputation for turning the world 

upside down 
• They condemn Jason for opening his home to them because they present Jesus as a king (a 

ruling authority), and this is a threat to the throne of Caesar 
• Some of what they say is true, but not in the destructive way they charge

• Jesus does have the power to turn the world right side up 
• Jesus is the one true Lord of glory, and His authority is supreme in heaven and on earth
• May God grant us a passion to turn the world right side up and to declare the authority of Jesus 

Christ in all of life



THE MOB CONVINCES GOVERNING OFFICIALS TO REMOVE 
THOSE SHARING THE GOSPEL (17:8-9) 

8 And the people and the city authorities were disturbed when they heard these 
things.
• The Jews were successful in their dirty work
• The people of the city became distressed, and they want something done
9 And when they had taken money as security from Jason and the rest, they let 
them go.
• The authorities demanded that Jason and the other followers of Jesus post 

bail to reinforce a commitment
• The demand is probably that they will no longer house Paul and Silas and ask them to 

leave the city
• Paul’s account in 1 Thessalonians 1&2 supports this understanding 
• 1 Thessalonians 1:2–2:4 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• How would you like to improve your understanding and use of 
the Old Testament?
• In what ways can you better incorporate Scripture when you 

share the gospel?
•What are some ways you can prepare for the rabble-rousers 

you may face?
• How is it encouraging to know that the Lord is building His 

church in the midst of affliction?



ACTS 17:1-9
GOSPEL MINISTRY ARRIVES AND IS 

OPPOSED IN THESSALONICA 


