
Acts 17:10-15
JEWS IN BEREA EXPERIENCE THE 

POWER OF GOSPEL GRACE





Teachable hearts are a blessing from God (17:10-11) 

10 The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to 

Berea, and when they arrived they went into the Jewish 

synagogue. 

 The bail agreement meant Jason was no longer allowed to 

have Paul and Silas in his house

 The mob will be on the hunt for Paul and Silas

 To keep them safe, the people of the church in Thessalonica send Paul 

and Silas to Berea

 Following their normal practice, Paul and Silas go to the 

synagogue



Teachable hearts are a blessing from God (17:10-11) 

11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they 
received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if 
these things were so.

 “more noble” 
 Paul and Silas found the response of the Berean Jews to be different from the 

response of the Thessalonian Jews

 The Thessalonian Jews stirred up hate and hostility toward their teaching

 The Bereans were willing to listen and evaluate the teaching of Paul and Silas
 The term “noble” originally indicated nobility – people of prominence and position

 The term took on the added meaning of those who learn and develop because they have a 
teachable heart that facilitates growth and advancement

 “received the word”
 Their receptivity is characterized by a heart that says, “Let’s look at Scripture and 

hear what these men have to say”

 Paul and Silas unroll the Scrolls of Scripture, read various texts, and explain their 
conclusions



Teachable hearts are a blessing from God (17:10-11) 

 “with all eagerness”
 The Jews in Berea are not intimidated by the truth

 Reverence for God creates humility and openness toward learning
 The heart of the Bereans is not one of gullibility 

 They don’t abandon traditional interpretations lightly but are willing to examine their 
beliefs for accuracy and consistency 

 Eagerness shows that they don’t have an attitude of superiority, but they 
have a humble passion for learning

 “examining the Scriptures”
 The Berean Jews pay close attention to the passages Paul and Silas reference

 Paul and Silas shared similar things in Philippi at the place of prayer and in the 
synagogue at Thessalonica

 The teaching of Paul and Silas caught the attention of the Jews in Berea

 If Jesus consistently fulfilled what God promised, they want to see it and affirm 
it



Teachable hearts are a blessing from God (17:10-11) 

What is it that makes most of the Berean Jews different from most of the Thessalonian Jews?

 The Spirit of God is alive and active in the Bereans, making the call of God to them 
through Scripture effectual

 A desire to know the truth is a gift of God’s grace and life
 Jeremiah 15:16 

 Jesus encountered scholastic Jews whose knowledge of Scripture was more about self-
glory than the Lord’s glory
 John 5:39–40

 Being diligent students of the word of God is a blessing from God that brings personal 
blessing and blesses others
 2 Timothy 2:15 

 Does a passion for truth beat in your heart and cause you to examine the Scriptures in 
hot pursuit of truth?

 The desire to be conformed to Jesus goes hand-in-hand with a developing 
understanding and application of the Scriptures
 2 Timothy 3:16–17



Teachable hearts are a blessing from God (17:10-11) 

examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so
 In between the Sabbath meetings, the Bereans study Scripture
 God gave them a hunger for truth and righteousness

 Matthew 5:6
12 Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of 
high standing as well as men.
 The pursuit of the truth leads them to faith in Jesus Christ as their 

Savior and Lord
 Why were the Bereans Jews more receptive than the Thessalonian 

Jews?
 It is the divine mystery of sovereign grace

 The Lord’s purpose in election continues, even though we don’t understand it
 Romans 9:10–16



Restless jealousy and contentiousness are the 

fruit of the devil and the flesh (17:13) 
13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of 
God was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they came there 
too, agitating and stirring up the crowds. 
 The favorable response of the Bereans to the gospel is 

spreading to communities outside Berea
 The jealous and resentful Thessalonian Jews are on a mission to 

discredit and destroy Paul and Silas
 Gospel truth angers the people of the world, even the religions 

of the world because it infuriates their father, the devil
 If what we do in the name of the Lord goes unnoticed or 

unopposed, we’re not as different and bold as we should be
 1 John 4:2–4



Evasive and protective measures are viable 

options (17:14-15) 
14 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to the sea, 
but Silas and Timothy remained there. 15 Those who conducted Paul 
brought him as far as Athens, and after receiving a command for Silas 
and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they departed.
 Paul, the primary spokesman of the group, is evacuated from the 

volatile environment that erupts in Berea
 The opposition is not focused on Silas and Timothy, so they stay to 

help strengthen the new church
 We must trust God to help us to know when to stay and when to flee
 We also need to be prepared to help others flee when we know it is best for 

them to go

 When Paul called for Silas and Timothy, they wasted no time in 
going to help him



Questions to Consider

How would you describe the response of the Berean 
Jews?

Why does the Bereans' response differ from the 
response of the Thessalonians?

Why is the response of the Thessalonians characterized 
by jealousy and contention?

What indications do you have that your gospel 
boldness needs to increase?

How will you know when evasive and protective 
measures are viable options?



Acts 17:10-15
JEWS IN BEREA EXPERIENCE THE 

POWER OF GOSPEL GRACE


