
ACTS 17:16-21
GOSPEL INTENTIONALITY - THE 
RESULT OF BEING GRIEVED BY 
GODLESSNESS 



THE LIGHT OF GOSPEL GRACE SHINES IN THE DARKNESS (17:16-17) 

16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 
within him as he saw that the city was full of idols.
¡ Paul was escorted away from brewing hostilities in Berea and taken 

by boat 200 miles away to Athens
¡ Silas and Timothy were left in Berea to help establish a new church
¡ Paul requests Silas and Timothy to join him in Athens as soon as they 

can come
¡ Paul saw a city full of idols crafted to honor many gods 
¡ We also see idolatry and perversion paraded on our streets and on social 

media sites



THE LIGHT OF GOSPEL GRACE SHINES IN THE DARKNESS (17:16-17) 

¡ What was Paul’s response to what he witnessed in Athens?
¡ “his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols”
¡ Why?
¡ The displays of false gods and self-centered perversions come from the 

rejection of God’s standards of truth and righteousness
¡ The condition of Athens is the evidence of God’s judgment, and the condition 

of our world is the evidence of God’s judgment
¡ Romans 1:28–32
¡ Their sin exposes their depravity and the qualities of the abiding judgment of 

God



THE LIGHT OF GOSPEL GRACE SHINES IN THE DARKNESS (17:16-17) 

¡ What does Paul do because his spirit was provoked by evil and 
idolatry?

17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, 
and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there.
¡ As was his custom, he went first to the synagogue, sharing that Jesus 

is the promised Messiah who was crucified, buried, resurrected, and 
ascended

¡ Additionally, Paul went to the marketplace, the social center of the 
city of Athens
¡ Paul doesn’t just feel grieved by sin and idolatry
¡ Paul enters the darkness of sin to shine the light of gospel grace with the 

hope of Christ-exalting salvation and transformation



THE LIGHT OF GOSPEL GRACE SHINES IN THE DARKNESS (17:16-17) 

¡What should you do?
¡ Call sin, sin, and sinners, sinners
¡ Declare every sinner, just like you, needs a Savior
¡ Let them know Jesus is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of 

the world
¡ 2 Corinthians 2:14–16 
¡ Ephesians 5:11–14 

¡We who are grieved need to be passionate about sharing the 
gospel



WALLS OF DECEPTION AND HARDNESS OF HEART CHARACTERIZE 
UNBELIEVERS (17:18) 

18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, 
“What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of 
foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
¡ The high-society intellectuals of Athens are primarily divided into one of two 

groups:
¡ Epicureans

¡ Epicureans were followers of the teachings of Epicurus who lived between 341–270 BC
¡ Epicureans are indifferent to gods 
¡ They are like agnostic secularists

¡ Stoics 
¡ Stoics followed the teaching of Zeno (340–265 BC)
¡ Stoics are pantheists, believing the universe and all that exists is a divine unity
¡ They believe people flourish by living an ethical life that honors everything in life as divine, 

and they are most noble when unencumbered by emotion



WALLS OF DECEPTION AND HARDNESS OF HEART CHARACTERIZE 
UNBELIEVERS (17:18) 

¡ These philosophers in Athens felt themselves to be the superior intellects, 
minimizing and ridiculing those outside their camps 

¡ Some of the Athenian philosophers insulted Paul, calling him a babbler – coming 
from a word that means seed picker
¡ They condemn Paul, saying that he goes about picking up little bits and pieces of stories 

and ideas from others and then packages them as their own
¡ They insult Paul by calling him a fool who steals the ideas of other discredited people
¡ Public scorn helped these man-centered philosophers feel superior 

¡ 1 Corinthians 1:22–24 
¡ The other Athenian philosophers say that Paul’s teaching is untenable because it 

makes no sense to them
¡ In their minds, they have the intellect to evaluate all religious thought, and they reject Jesus 

and His resurrection as ridiculous
¡ 1 Corinthians 2:14 



ALWAYS LEARNING AND NEVER COMING TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
TRUTH (17:19-21) 

19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this 
new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 For you bring some strange things to our 
ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and 
the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or 
hearing something new. 
¡ Paul willingly goes into the arena of the intellectuals to share with them the 

gospel of Jesus Christ with them
¡ Paul is not relying on his own intellect and persuasive abilities
¡ Paul trusts that Jesus will give life to whom He will, and then, and only then, will they be 

saved
¡ But he is compelled by God to shine the light of Christ in the darkness

¡ Luke’s summation is that it is the Athenians who are the “babblers” – seed 
pickers who concoct their stories from others



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ In what ways are you grieved by the godless idolatry that 
characterizes the world around you?

¡ How would God have you take the light of the gospel of Jesus to 
people around you who are in the darkness?

¡ What changes does God need to make in your mindset and in your 
prayer life?



ACTS 17:16-21
GOSPEL INTENTIONALITY - THE 
RESULT OF BEING GRIEVED BY 
GODLESSNESS 


