
Acts 17:22-34
A GRIEVED HEART 
SPEAKS GOSPEL TRUTH 
TO A PAGAN POPULACE 



The gospel of the all-sufficient God is presented to the 
worldly wise (17:22-31)
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of 
Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.
u Paul is taken to the Areopagus and invited to expand on the 

gospel of Jesus Christ 
u “Areopagus” – Hill of Mars – a meeting place of the intellectuals of 

the city of Athens
u “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very 

religious.” – Paul is making an observation; he is not 
complementing them

u The Athenians don’t want to anger any god or goddess
u Religion, for them and for many people, is more like superstition 
u Knowing the one true God of Scripture, we know that their 

superstitious religion is much ado about nothing



The gospel of the all-sufficient God is presented to the 
worldly wise (17:22-31)
23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I 
found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
u Paul looks for a point of contact to utilize to share the gospel of 

Jesus 
u Even in a society devoted to pluralism, the human heart fears the 

emptiness it senses
u People long for a sense of peace and security 
u They want to cover the bases they can so that all will go well with them

u Uncertain emptiness is a bigger problem than people realize
u There is a God-sized void only Jesus can fill, and if He doesn’t fill it, 

eternal damnation is the result



The gospel of the all-sufficient God is presented to the 
worldly wise (17:22-31)
24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is 
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 
u Paul does not describe one of many of the pantheon of gods 
u Paul explains that the God who is unknown to them is the one true 

God
u The following is likely the passage Paul has in mind supporting his 

communication to the Athenians 
u Isaiah 42:5–8 

u Scripture teaches that the Lord God alone is responsible for all 
that is created, including people

u Idols of metal and wood are a pathetic representation of God
u The all-sufficient God of Scripture has no needs or deficiencies



The gospel of the all-sufficient God is presented to the 
worldly wise (17:22-31)
u The One True Lord of Glory brings all things into existence and is 

the source of life and sustenance for every human being
u Romans 11:33–36 

u The God of Scripture does not compete against the idols and 
gods of this world; He dominates them

u Any attempt or thought that someone could contribute to Him is 
arrogant and insulting



The gospel of the all-sufficient God is presented to the 
worldly wise (17:22-31)
26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the 
face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and 
perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far 
from each one of us, 28 for “ ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “ ‘For we are indeed 
his offspring.’ 
u All humanity is united in our father, Adam

u Every man and nation on the planet exists because of the Lord’s creative power 
u Every human being experiences sovereign direction in both the time and location

u God fashions the need for Him within the soul of everyone
u Creation declares there is a Creator 

u Psalm 19:1–4
u An innate sense of right and wrong (conscience) speaks to His 

sovereign authority
u Romans 2:14–15 



The gospel of the all-sufficient God is presented to the 
worldly wise (17:22-31)
u From their own Greek poets and philosophers, the God-sized void 

only Jesus can fill is evident
u “In him we live and move and have our being” – possibly a passage from 

Epimenides of Crete around 600 BC – people live by God’s design and 
provision

u “For we are indeed his offspring.” – from the Greek poet, Aratus who live 
between 315–240 BC – people exist because of God

u The idols representing false gods are insufficient and misleading
u Paul is asking them to seek after the knowledge of the One True 

God
u Deuteronomy 4:29 
u Jeremiah 29:13 

u We need to know and share the promises of Scripture



The gospel of the all-sufficient God is presented to the 
worldly wise (17:22-31)
29 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 
u Those made in the image of God should not think that God is to be 

represented by images of gold, silver, or stone concocted from the mind of 
man

u Exodus 20:4–6 
u Since we are created in His image, we know that God is conscious, 

engaging, and so much more
30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
u Paul confronts the “wise” Athenians on their turf, in their court of reason, and 

says they are ignorant of the One True God and His resurrected Son
u Idolatry is not just a mistake; it is a deadly sin against the One True God
u Those failing to repent will see Jesus not as Savior but as Judge
u The resurrected Jesus is confirmed to be the ultimate judge

u Acts 10:40–42



The resurrection of Jesus becomes the dividing point 
of decision (17:32-34)
32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. 
But others said, “We will hear you again about this.” 
u Greek intellects of the past ridiculed the idea of physical resurrection
u Paul’s presentation of the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ is 

nonsense to them
u 1 Corinthians 1:23

u Many Athenians mock and reject the gospel message of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, who was crucified, buried, and resurrected

u Others said they were willing to continue the banter later
33 So Paul went out from their midst. 34 But some men joined him and 
believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a 
woman named Damaris and others with them.
u Upon leaving, some of the Athenians joined with Paul, accepting his 

teaching as truth
u It is likely that a church was formed in Athens or nearby as well, 

although Luke doesn’t give any specifics about it



Questions to Consider

u How is Paul’s provocation by Athenian idolatry, coupled with his 
faithfulness to share the gospel, an example to you?

u What does Paul’s ability to make a connection with his audience 
teach you?

u In what ways are the truths that God determines the time, 
location, and circumstances of our existence on His earth helpful 
to you?

u Knowing that Jesus is the resurrected and righteous judge, what 
are some of the things we need to call people in our society to 
repent of today?

u What are some of the things the Lord is calling you to repent of 
today?
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