
Luke 2:1-20
The Predictable and Unpredictable Aspects of the Birth of Christ



Take heart, the unseen God is in full control (2:1-7) 

God will fulfill His promises (2:1-5)

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 

And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 

• To keep the Empire well-ordered and the tax rolls full, Caesar Augustus began the 

practice of taking a census of the entire Empire every 14 years

• The birth of Christ takes place when the Roman Empire is at its height in power and 

prestige 

• As the leader of the Roman Empire, Caesar Augustus is the most powerful man leading the 

most powerful nation at that time 

• He has no idea that the Lord who creates and sustains everything, Augustus and his nation 

included, has taken on human flesh and will be born on His earth very soon



Take heart, the unseen God is in full control (2:1-7) 

• God moves in a mysterious way

• Deuteronomy 29:29 

• God has no requirement to inform or seek the approval of mankind, no 

matter their station in life

• God does what He does in His own time for His own purposes and glory

• Colossians 1:15–17 

• God’s fingerprints are on all the mysterious details of life 



Take heart, the unseen God is in full control (2:1-7) 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 

the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 

lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.

• As devout Jews, they are probably familiar with the Scriptural prophecies that the 

Messiah would come from Bethlehem

• Micah 5:2 

• They may have wondered how this would be the case since they didn’t live in 

Bethlehem but in Nazareth

• God’s unseen sovereign hand works in this situation by using human agency to 

accomplish His predetermined plan and fulfill His promises



Take heart, the unseen God is in full control (2:1-7) 

• Amid displays of earthly prestige and power, God shows His ultimate power to 

fulfill His promises concerning the Messiah and Savior

• Proverbs 19:21

• God holds ultimate authority over every king, ruler, president, congress, and 

government throughout His entire world

• Proverbs 21:1 

• Caesar Augustus is doing what he feels will accomplish his purpose of order, 

accountability, and tax revenue

• Through Caesar, God is orchestrating the details for a greater purpose—to fulfill His 

promise of redemption



Take heart, the unseen God is in full control (2:1-7) 

The exalted God can operate in lowly ways (2:6-7)

6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.
• The Lord and sustainer of all creation chooses to be born in a humble, 

dirty, and smelly corral
• 2 Corinthians 8:9 

• Royal figures are typically born with great pomp and circumstance
• The evidence of God’s activity does not have to be sensational or 

impressive
• Sometimes it is awkward, inconvenient, and painful



God shares the good news with insignificant and 
needy people (2:8-14)

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with great fear. 
• Shepherds are considered the lowlife of society
• Frustrating the religious elite, Jesus consistently spent time with the 

unhealthy and the unrighteous
• Matthew 9:10–13

• An angel appears, and the glory of the Lord is made evident to 
shepherds on a hillside near Bethlehem, turning human significance on 
its head 

• “they were filled with great fear” – This overwhelming display of 
heavenly authority and splendor scares the daylights out of these 
common shepherds 



God shares the good news with insignificant and 
needy people (2:8-14)

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find 
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!”
• “good news” – the verbal form of the term for which we get the word “gospel”
• “great joy” – the gospel should always result in abundant, overflowing joy
• “for all the people” - not just these shepherds, not just for Jews, but for all types 

of people without distinction
• Notice the titles the angel uses to describe this child

• “Savior” – a deliverer from the bondage and damnation of sin
• “Christ” – Anointed One – affirming his fulfillment of the role of the promised Messiah
• “Lord” – the one who has the right and power to rule with authority



God shares the good news with insignificant and 
needy people (2:8-14)

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
• “heavenly host” – a multitude of angelic warriors fill the sky
• “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 

whom he is pleased!” – The hosts of heaven are not praising the merits 
of men but the grace of God!
• Reconciliation and favor from God do not come to all without distinction but to 

those who are empowered to trust Christ Jesus alone as their means of 
restoration with God

• The Messiah and Savior is God’s means of extending his favor to people who 
have done nothing to deserve it



The heavenly commission produces enthusiastic 
responses (2:15-20) 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
• It is a blessing to see the passion of obedience as an immediate response to the 

heavenly commission
• It is just like God to inspire what the world discredits 
• God chose these dirty, disheveled derelicts of society to be the initial adorers of the Savior

17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them.
• The shepherds respond with obedience and take great delight in sharing all they 

have experienced
• They are verbal witnesses to anyone they meet as they travel back to the pasture
• This is not passionless duty—they are inspired (“glorifying and praising God”).

• People are amazed at what they say, but there is no indication of a significant 
response



The heavenly commission produces enthusiastic 
responses (2:15-20) 

19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
• “treasured up all these things” – the act of storing up things that are of 

value
• “pondering them in her heart” – giving thoughtful assessment

• She sees God’s grace in the details of life 
• Eyes of faith gave her the ability to see the hand of God in the good and the 

bad, and she treasured it! 

• The shepherd's response is joyous praise



Questions to Consider

• How well are you trusting God and His orchestration of the 
details of your life? 

• In what ways do you believe that God’s unconventional ways 
can bring powerful results?

• How are you encouraged by the Christmas testimony of God’s 
gospel grace reaching the despised and the elevated in 
society? 

• In what ways are you encouraged by the response of the 
shepherds to their heavenly commission?
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