
A Challenge for 2023



1 Corinthians 1:26-31
 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you 

were wise according to worldly standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, so that no human being might boast in 
the presence of God. And because of him you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so 
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast 
in the Lord (ESV)

 Remember it must be much about God and little 
about us. 



We will:

Review the story

Make some observation

Determine the lesson we can learn.



Lessons Learned from

the Lesser Mentioned

A Study of Minor Characters in 

the Book of Acts



1. The lesson learned from the 

man who was second

Joseph (also called Barsabbas) 

Acts 1:23-26



Setting:

The Replacement of Judas (Acts 1:20-22)

• The need: “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the book of 
Psalms, “May his place be deserted; let there be no one to 
dwell in it,’ and,“ ‘May another take his place of leadership.’

• The job requirements: Therefore it is necessary to choose 
one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from John’s 
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. 

• The job description: For one of these must become a witness 
with us of his resurrection.” (NIV84)



 Two men were possible candidates.

 Both men had been with the Apostles 
during most of Christ’s ministry. 

 Both men were equally qualified.

 It was a hard decision to make.

 Matthias was chosen--Joseph was not. 

 Both are only mentioned here.

Some Observations:



Some thoughts or feelings Joseph 

could have faced.

 Self-Questioning

 Questioning Others

 Relief



Learn the lesson from Joseph:

You may not always be selected 

for “important” positions in life, 

but you can accept the position 

God has for your life.



2. The lesson learned from the 

one who rejoiced.

The Crippled Beggar 

(Acts 3:1-10)



 Peter and John are going to the Temple.

 On the way they meet a man lame from 

birth.

 He was begging at the gate called Beautiful.

 He asked Peter and John for money.

Setting:



 The crippled beggar was:

 Walking

 Leaping

 Praising God

 The people were:

 Full of wonder

 Amazed

Some Observations:



A challenge:
 When God blesses you—show it, and…

—share it.

Question:
 Where you not filled with wonder and 

amazement when you were healed of your 
sin? 

The lost world sees this as a mystery; but 
we as Christians see… 

His majesty.



Learn the lesson from the 

crippled beggar:

Rejoice and show what God has 

done for you. 



3. The lesson learned from the 

couple that mislead:

Ananias and Sapphira

(Acts 5:1-11)



 Example of proper giving:

 Barnabas sold some property and laid the money he 

made… 

“…at the apostles' feet..” (Acts 4:37b ESV)

 Example of improper giving:
 Ananias and Saphira also sold property and laid some of 

the proceeds…

“…at the apostles' feet..” (Acts 5:2b ESV)

Note: As we view this story it is important to 

understand that giving is a part of our worship. 

Setting:



Some Observations:

 We see both good and bad examples of 
giving.

 The church was purified.

v.11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who 
heard of these things

V.13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high 

esteem… 

 The church grew.

V.14 …And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, 
multitudes of both men and women,



Learn the lesson from Ananias 

and Sapphira:

Be truthful (real) in your 

worship.



4. The Lessons learned from a 

Pharisee

Gamaliel (Acts 5:33-39)



 Peter and the Apostles are standing before 
the Council.
 ”We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29b ESV)

 The Council was: 
 “enraged and wanted to kill them.” (Acts 5:33b ESV)

 Gamaliel speaks
Gamaliel was:

 A “Teacher of  the law” (Pharisee)

 Honored by all people

 The same Gamaliel who was head of  the Rabbinical 
school that Saul attended.

 Was no friend of  the Christ followers. 

Setting:



Some Observations:

 From the wisdom of a Pharisee, we learn 
two important truths:

 If our Activities are of human origin, they 
are of no use.

 If our purpose and activities are of God 
than we will not be stopped.

Note: It does not necessarily mean we will 
have long life, but it does mean we will have 
a…

…fulfilled life.



Learn the lesson from Gamaliel:

Make sure your purpose and 

activities are of godly origin.



5. The Lessons learned from 

one with the wrong motives

Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:9-25)



 Many people were being saved in the city of 

Samaria

 Simon a popular sorcerer, “believed and 

was baptized.

 Peter came to check it out. 

Setting:



Some Observations:

 Something perfectly good can become evil if 

your motives are wrong.

 We must continually check our motives to 

make sure they are pure.

It was David’s prayer:                                

“Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and 

know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way 

in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!”(ESV)



Learn the lesson from Simon 

the Sorcerer:

Make sure your motives are 

pure.



6. The Lesson learned from the  

one ready to witness

Philip (Acts 8:26-40)



 Philip was one of the chosen seven.

 He was in Samaria when and angel told him 

to go down to the Gaza road.

 He encounters an Ethiopian reading the 

book of Isaiah. 

Setting:



Some Observations:
 Philip was led by the Holy Spirit.

 In verse 26 “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip…”

 In verse 29 “And the Spirit said to Philip…”

 In verse 39 “…the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away” (ESV)

 Philip took advantage of the opportunities placed 
before him.

 Peter knew Scripture.

 Peter knew how to tell others the good news.

“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told 
him the good news about Jesus.” (ESV)

 He led the Ethiopian to the Lord.



2 Timothy 4:2a

“Preach the Word; be prepared in season and 

out of season…”

Be prepared!
• Be led by the Spirit (Ask God to lead you)

• Take the opportunities 

• Know Scripture

• Know how to tell others of the good news.  



Learn the lesson from Philip:

Look for every opportunity and 

be prepared to take it.



7. The Lessons learned from the 

hesitant man

Ananias (Acts 9:10-18)



 Saul was heading to Damascus to 

persecute believers there.

 Saul was blinded by the Lord.

 The men traveling with him took him to 

Damascus

 For 3 days he was blind and did not eat or 

drink.

 There was a disciple in Damascus named 

Ananias. 

Setting:



Some observations:

Ananias: 

 Listened to God.

 Was hesitant.

 Did what God ask him to do. 

 Delivered a life changing prophecy to 
Saul.

“But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I 
will show him how much he must suffer for the sake 
of my name.” (Acts (:15-16 ESV)



Learn the lesson from Ananias:

When God calls listen and go.



Conclusion and Challenge:
As we launch into 2023 apply to your life these 
lessons from the lesser mentioned: 

1. Joseph: you may not always be selected for “important” 
positions in life, but you can accept the position God has 
for your life. 

2. The crippled beggar: rejoice and show what God has 
done for you.

3. Ananias & Sapphira: be truthful in your worship.

4. Gamaliel: make sure you purpose and activities are of 
godly origin.

5. Simon the Sorcerer: Make sure your motives are pure.

6. Philip: look for every opportunity and be prepared to take 
it.

7. Ananias- when God calls listen and go. 
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