
Acts 18:12-23
Jesus Leads His People in 

Triumphal Procession



The Word of the Lord Proves True (18:12-17)

Background
•Paul’s experience in previous communities is that 
gospel fruitfulness leads to hostility, beatings, and 
imprisonment
•Paul feared history would repeat itself 
• Jesus comes to Paul in a vision
• Acts 18:9–10



The Word of the Lord Proves True (18:12-17)

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul 
and brought him before the tribunal, 13 saying, “This man is persuading people to 
worship God contrary to the law.” 
• The Roman proconsul of the region Achaia was Gallio

• Gallio is the son of the orator Seneca the Elder (50 BC to 40 AD)
• He is the elder brother of the Stoic philosopher Seneca the Younger (4 BC to 65 AD)
• Gallio was popular in his role as proconsul of Achaia but was known to be antisemitic 
• Due to sickness, he did not serve there very long (50 to 51 AD)
• So, we know exactly when Paul ministered in Corinth

• Jews of the synagogue in Corinth unite to oppose the ministry of Paul
• They call for a hearing before the bema seat (“tribunal”) of Gallio

• They charge Paul with promoting a religion that is not Jewish and not permitted by 
the Roman Empire – “This man is persuading people to worship God contrary to the 
law.” 



The Word of the Lord Proves True (18:12-17)

• As the account in Acts by Luke records, Paul has been in this situation 
before
• Paul may be thinking, “Here we go again.”
• It is possible that he’s beginning to question the promise Jesus made to him in 

his dream – “...no one will attack you to harm you...”
• Can you relate?
• Have you ever questioned the promises of the Lord to you?
• Matthew 6:25 & 33 
• Matthew 7:7–8 
• Acts 1:8 
• Philippians 1:6 
• 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24



The Word of the Lord Proves True (18:12-17)

14 But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing 
or vicious crime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your complaint. 15 But since it is a matter of 
questions about words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these 
things.” 

• As Paul prepared to speak to his defense before the bema of Gallio, something incredible happened
• Gallio refuses to represent Roman law regarding their complaint against Paul
16 And he drove them from the tribunal. 17 And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and 
beat him in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this. 

• Not only did Gallio say he wouldn’t address the charges of the Jews against Paul, but he also had his 
soldiers forcibly remove them from the court

• Some of the Gentiles in attendance gave Sosthenes, the new ruler of the synagogue, a beating

• Inspired by his own prejudice against the Jews, Gallio witnessed the hostility and chose to do nothing 
about it 

• As we look at these events, is it fair to say that Paul was kept from attack and harm?

• These events make it clear; the word of the Lord proves true



Evangelism and Edification are Displays of 
Gospel Ministry (18:18-23) 
18 After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave of the 
brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila. 
• Eventually, Paul decided it was time to leave Corinth
• Silas and Timothy likely remained to help build up the church
• Paul took Priscilla and Aquila to accompany him on his journey back to 

Syria
• Priscilla and Aquila are sacrificially dedicated to advancing the kingdom 

of the Lord Jesus 
• It is a joy to be blessed by serving the Lord
• It is a joy to see others being blessed as we serve the Lord

• These strong friends in Christ band together to make a journey



Evangelism and Edification are Displays of 
Gospel Ministry (18:18-23) 

At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was under a vow. 
• Cenchreae is the port city on the Aegean Sea, about 7 miles south of 

Corinth
• Paul made an unknown vow to honor the Lord
• Arriving in Cenchreae, he cut his hair 
19 And they came to Ephesus, and he left them there, but he himself 
went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 
• They sailed across the Aegean Sea to Ephesus in Asia
• Paul takes advantage of every opportunity to share gospel truths about 

Jesus



Evangelism and Edification are Displays of 
Gospel Ministry (18:18-23) 
20 When they asked him to stay for a longer period, he declined. 21 But 
on taking leave of them he said, “I will return to you if God wills,” and 
he set sail from Ephesus. 
• Priscilla and Aquila encouraged Paul to stick around for a while
• Knowing he plans to return to Ephesus, Paul commits his plans to return 

to the will of God
• For Paul, these are not mere words, but he surrenders his life to hand 

of God’s direction
• James 4:13–17 
• Colossians 3:17 

• Consciously surrendering to the sovereign direction of God is a needed 
practice for all of us



Evangelism and Edification are Displays of 
Gospel Ministry (18:18-23) 
22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church, and then went down to 
Antioch. 
- Boarding a vessel to sail over the Mediterranean Sea, Paul arrives at the port near Caesarea
- From Caesarea, he travels to Jerusalem (“went up and greeted the church”) to share with them 

what the Lord is doing through his travels, establishing churches with new converts
- After checking in at Jerusalem, Paul makes his way north to his sending church in Antioch (“went 

down to Antioch”)
23 After spending some time there, he departed and went from one place to the next through the 
region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.
- Following a time of reporting and fellowshipping with the believers in Antioch, Paul goes through 

the regions where they previously established churches 
- Paul desires to build them up so that they continue shining the light of Jesus Christ

• 1 Corinthians 14:12
• Hebrews 10:24–25 

• Is your participation in the church focused on your responsibility to build up the church? 



Questions to Consider

•What is it that causes you to question the promises of God?
• In what ways can you work at strengthening your belief that 
God always, always, always keeps His promises?
• How can you grow in your faith, trusting that God is able to 
turn the hearts of governing officials as you share the gospel 
and promote the will and ways of Christ?
• How do you see evangelism and edification taking place in and 
through you?
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