
ACTS 19:11-20

Gospel truth advances by the power of Jesus in and through His people



God puts His authority on display through His servants (19:11-12) 

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 
§ God did extraordinary miracles, and He used Paul as His instrument 
§ We are not to lose sight of  Who is empowering the gospel lives of His people
§ What God did was extraordinary – beyond the dark arts people typically witnessed
12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, 
and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.
§ The words translated “handkerchiefs” and “aprons” are less than clear

§ “handkerchiefs” - could be small pieces of cloth used to wipe one’s face
§ “aprons” – larger pieces of cloth that would cover the body and absorb sweat

§ People took pieces of material that had been in contact with Paul and placed them on the 
sick and demon-possessed, then the disease or evil spirits would go away

§ The power is not the pieces of cloth, nor the Apostle Paul
§ God declares His authority over the powers of darkness that afflict and possess people
§ Ephesians 1:15–23



The power of the demonic world is not trivial (19:13-17) 

§ 2 Corinthians 4:3–4 
13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus 
over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 
§ A traveling group of Jewish exorcists comes on the scene in Ephesus
§ They see an opportunity to make a profit by casting out unwanted spirits 
§ These Jewish exorcists heard the witness of Paul and probably witnessed the power of the Lord on display 

through His servant Paul
§ Thinking this is an incantation they can use, they go to the market of the possessed
§ The name of the Lord is not a powerful phrase but represents the one true God whose power 

is supreme and whose mission is accomplished through His people on earth
§ The name of the Lord is not something used for personal power and profit
§ Those brought to saving faith in Jesus confess their sins and need for forgiveness and confess their surrender 

and submission to His divine authority over their lives
§ Romans 10:8–12 



The power of the demonic world is not trivial (19:13-17) 

§ The sons of Sceva made plans to utilize the name of Jesus as an incantation over a possessed man 
(“invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits”)

15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?”
§ “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize” – the demon declares to these would-be exorcists that he knows 

Jesus and he is aware of Paul
§ “...but who are you?” – the demon is apparently aware of those who have confessed Jesus as their 

Lord and Savior
§ In the world of angelic evil, these men have no standing
16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered 
them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 
§ The demon-possessed man is unphased by their powerless invocation
§ In a display of formidable supernatural power, the demon empowers the man to beat the robes off all 

seven of these men
§ Humans are no match for the spiritual forces of darkness
§ Attempts to resist the forces of darkness by the power of self-determination, invocations, or charms are futile
§ This story is proof that Satan and demons don’t care for their own
§ The Lord cares for His own, providing for them and protecting them
§ John 17:15–17
§ 1 John 4:2–4 



The power of the demonic world is not trivial (19:13-17) 

17 And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell 
upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled.
§ The story went through the city of Ephesus
§ The Lord used this story to strike fear in the hearts of the residents of Ephesus
§ Gospel opportunities multiplied because the testimony of the Lord’s authority and power 

spread
§ When fear of divine judgment comes, the Spirit of God opens hearts to the safety and 

salvation Jesus provides



Repentance bears fruit (19:18-20)

18 Also many of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices.
§ The reality of their faith is made known by their willingness to come into the light so that 

their sins are revealed, and the grace of forgiveness and cleansing are received
§ John 3:19–21
§ The humble confession of sin (i.e. coming into the light) is evidence of a heart that is given 

life and redirection from God
§ Confession indicates that a person says the same thing about His sin that God does
§ Repentance is an open affirmation of sinfulness (“confessing and divulging their practices”)
§ Sin and selfishness are confessed for being evil and an offense against God



Repentance bears fruit (19:18-20)

19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them 
in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of 
silver. 
§ The fruit of repentance, a change of mind that leads to a change of direction, is evident in the 

believers in Ephesus
§ The books they purchased that contain the spells and incantations that were so precious to them are 

now discarded and burned as trash
§ 2 Corinthians 5:17 
§ Genuine repentance is made known by willingly turning for sin and walking in the light of 

righteousness
§ 2 Corinthians 7:10 

20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.
§ The people of God took the truth of the gospel into their world, and God consistently called people 

out of darkness into His marvelous light
§ Followers of Jesus are transformed, and they are bringing gospel light into their very pagan 

community



Questions to Consider

§How do you see God doing extraordinary things today?
§How does the authority of the Lord need to become more 

pronounced in your thinking and your life?
§Knowing that Satan’s power is formidable, how can the power of 

Christ strengthen you?
§What evidence of the fruit of repentance have you seen in your life 

and the lives of others?



ACTS 19:11-20

Gospel truth advances by the power of Jesus in and through His people


