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Gospel Mission Endeavors Continue (19:21-22)

21 Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and 
Achaia and go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” 22 

And having sent into Macedonia two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he himself 
stayed in Asia for a while. 
u Over two years of ministry in Ephesus is producing much gospel fruit
u Paul feels impressed by the Spirit to make plans to revisit churches in Macedonia and 

Achaia, travel back to Jerusalem, and then visit believers in the church in Rome
u Paul requests Timothy and Erastus to come to Ephesus and accompany him on his 

journey
u While waiting for them, Paul continues ministry activity in Asia, using Ephesus as his 

base of operations
u Paul sets a great example of being prayerfully sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s promptings 

to minister



Pagan Plans for Self-protection Causes an Uproar 
(19:23-28)

23 About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way. 
u The community in Ephesus is being impacted by the culture-change taking place 

because of the number of converts who are bearing the fruit of repentance
u The God-sized void that they sought to fill with the practices of idolatry is now filled 

and satisfied with Jesus and the application of Scriptural truth
u John 10:27 
u John 15:7–8 

u When Christians walk in truth, their lives are transformed and they influence those 
around them

u That influence can be disturbing to unbelievers



Pagan Plans for Self-protection Causes an Uproar 
(19:23-28)

24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought 
no little business to the craftsmen. 25 These he gathered together, with the workmen in 
similar trades, and said, “Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth. 
u A silversmith in Ephesus named Demetrius profited from making idolatrous silver shrines 

to the goddess Artemis 
u A large meteorite fell to the earth that people thought had the distorted form of a 

woman
u A temple was built to house the idol from the gods in the heavens
u An assortment of retail was established to promote her worship in the Greco-Roman 

world
u Demetrius and other craftsmen profited from this trade



Pagan Plans for Self-protection Causes an Uproar 
(19:23-28)

26 And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded 
and turned away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 27 And 
there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of 
the great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from 
her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.” 
u Demetrius targets Paul and churches in Asia for turning people away from the worship of the 

goddess Artemis
u The charge is that Paul is teaching that man-made idols and shrines are not gods

u 1 John 5:19–21 
u 1 Thessalonians 1:8–10 

u Paul proclaims there is one true triune God
u Those coming to faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord affirm that truth in belief and practice
u Gospel transformation of lives and culture is not just an early church experience



Pagan Plans for Self-protection Causes an Uproar 
(19:23-28)

28 When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is Artemis of the 
Ephesians!” 
u The enemy behind idolatry stirs his people up to oppose the truth and the light of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ
u The gospel changes what we do, where we go, and what we buy



Mob Justice is Irrational (19:29-32))

29 So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, 
dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul’s companions in 
travel. 30 But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him. 
31 And even some of the Asiarchs, who were friends of his, sent to him and were urging 
him not to venture into the theater. 32 Now some cried out one thing, some another, for 
the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come 
together. 
u Turmoil in the streets becomes a raging mob
u The crowd grabs the companions of Paul, Gaius and Aristarchus and go to the theater

u Mobs are gatherings of unrestrained vitriol and volume
u Mob justice is irrational, and we need to be prepared for it, avoiding it if possible

u Paul wants to deflect attention from his companions and personally face the crowd



Mob Justice is Irrational (19:29-32))

u People of the church in Ephesus restrained Paul from going into the mob
u Additionally, some of the Asiarchs (governmental officials and advisors) sent 

messengers to Paul insisting that he avoid going into the fray
u Paul built a relationship with these officials 
u We see the doctrine of the lessor magistrates functioning here

u Verse 32 reveals the insanity of a mob
u Avoiding mob confrontation is wise for Christians who are transforming society
u If one is caught up in it, like Gaius and Aristarchus, be patient and pray



Human Attempts to Distance for Protection are 
Fruitless (19:33-34) 

33 Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And 
Alexander, motioning with his hand, wanted to make a defense to the crowd. 
u Many of the Gentiles in the city of Ephesus see a connection between the people of 

the church and Jews 
u The Jews want the mob to know they are not associated with “the Way”
34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all cried out 
with one voice, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 
u The Gentile mob in Ephesus realizes Alexander is a Jew
u Even though common enemies make strange bedfellows, the Gentile mob will have 

none of it
u The Jewish attempt to isolate Christians with hate backfired 



Providential Care Brings Peace (19:35-41)

35 And when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Men of Ephesus, who is there who 
does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of the great Artemis, and of the 
sacred stone that fell from the sky? 
u The Asiarchs may have encouraged the town clerk to look for an opportunity to quiet the 

crowds
u The town clerk is a resident of Ephesus who represents the Roman Empire
u The town clerk had authority from Rome and the responsibility to keep the peace
u The town clerk reminds them of the notoriety of Ephesus as the home of the temple for Artemis
36 Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash. 37
For you have brought these men here who are neither sacrilegious nor blasphemers of our 
goddess.
u The town clerk encourages them to calm down
u Gaius and Aristarchus are not charged with a crime



Providential Care Brings Peace (19:35-41)

38 If therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts 
are open, and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 39 But if you seek 
anything further, it shall be settled in the regular assembly. 40 For we really are in danger of being 
charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to justify this commotion.” 41
And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.
u Law and order are not being denied Demetrius and the craftsmen
u Citizens can bring charges against those who violate the law
u Giving them a lawful means to express their grievances, the town clerk formally dismissed the 

assembly, and the people departed 
u God’s providential care through the ruling official brings peace



Questions to Consider

u How can you be more sensitive to the illuminating work of the 
Holy Spirit in your life and gospel ministry?

u What inhibits the transformations of lives and culture today?
u Since sharing the gospel can cause resistance and hostility, 

should we refrain from sharing the gospel?
u How can the promise of providential care bring peace to 

your heart as you minister gospel grace to sinners in need?
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