
MATTHEW 7:1-6 – PART 1
PROMOTING TRUTH WITHOUT A SPIRIT OF CONDEMNATION 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST MUST NOT HAVE A SPIRIT OF 
CONDEMNATION (VS 1)

1 “Judge not, that you be not judged.”
¡ “Judge” – κρίνω (krinō)
¡ Make a legal decision; a decision through discernment; to evaluate; to come 

to a conclusion about something being right or wrong
¡ It can also carry a more negative meaning such as seeking to find fault and 

condemnation



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST MUST NOT HAVE A SPIRIT OF 
CONDEMNATION (VS 1)

¡ In the context of this passage “judge” (krino) cannot mean that we should not 
assess people and their behavior
¡ Throughout this Sermon on the Mount, Jesus supports the concept of moral absolutes, 

where certain actions can be seen as right or wrong, good or evil
¡ In the context of this point of the sermon, the says Lord we should determine if 

people are like dogs and pigs
¡ Matthew 7:6

¡ Later in this sermon, Jesus teaches his followers to discern the fruit of a false 
prophet
¡ Matthew 7:15-16



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST MUST NOT HAVE A SPIRIT OF 
CONDEMNATION (VS 1)

¡ There are additional passages showing the importance of making biblical 
judgments about professing Christians and their behavior
¡ John 7:24 
¡ 1 Corinthians 5:1-5 
¡ Galatians 6:1-2
¡ 1 John 4:1 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST MUST NOT HAVE A SPIRIT OF 
CONDEMNATION (VS 1)

¡ Citizens of the kingdom of heaven are not to passively ignore faults and 
failures in others that end up hurting them and those around them
¡ James 5:19-20 

¡ In your assessment of others, are you truly concerned or are you 
condemning?
¡ We are to speak the truth in love

¡ 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

¡ In your knowledge of sin in the lives of others, are you heart-broken or haughty?
¡ Galatians 6:1-2

¡ “…that you be not judged.” – it may be by others or by God Himself



WE STAND IN THE MIRROR OF OUR OWN CRITERIA (VS 2)

2 For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you 
use it will be measured to you.”
¡ Our judgment of others will be turned to us, and like a mirror, it will examine 

our conduct
¡ At this point in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus is teaching against the 

practice of comparative condemnation
¡ Christians are not to be characterized by harsh criticism or vindictive condemnation 
¡ Nor are we to scrutinize the behavior of others without self-reflection
¡ Such an approach will return to expose those who practice it

¡ Romans 14:10 



WE STAND IN THE MIRROR OF OUR OWN CRITERIA (VS 2)

¡ The Apostle Paul stresses the same idea in his instruction of Christians
¡ Galatians 6:7 
¡ Romans 2:1-4 

¡ Jesus does not want His followers to be critical and condemning
¡ We must care enough to confront, and we must be caring when we confront
¡ The purpose of our confrontation is to be restoration, not retribution  

¡ We must reflect the character of God and show mercy
¡ Matthew 5:7

¡ We must reflect the character of God and be forgiving
¡ Matthew 6:14-15



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ Why is proper confrontation necessary when you are faithfully sharing the 
authority of Christ?

¡ Why is it important for Christians to guard against being critical and condemning?
¡ What causes you to weigh others down with performance standards that you can’t 

even achieve?
¡ How can you work on your approach to confrontation so that you invite 

repentance instead of causing resentment?
¡ Why shouldn’t we be shocked if our prayerful and godly manner in confrontation is 

initially met with justification and resentment?
¡ What would help your heart to be open and responsive when you are confronted?
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