
HEBREWS 2:14-18
~ PART 2 ~

Jesus is the victory and help we need



Jesus removes the power of the devil and death by 
His death (2:14-15) 
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of 
the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery.
v In humble condescension, Jesus becomes completely like the f lesh and blood 

humanity He came to save
v The devil is destroyed (removed from power, brought to an end) by the sacrificial 

death of Jesus
v Those who belong to Jesus have no reason to fear death



Jesus is a high priest who suffered and helps His 
suffering people (2:16-18)
16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 
v The writer of Hebrews returns to dealing with their misguided thoughts about the prominence of angels 

v Angels are not the focus of the help Jesus provides
v Jesus became human because humans are the focus of His help

v “he helps the offspring of Abraham” – People become children of Abraham, not by bloodlines, but by faith 
in Jesus
v Romans 9:7–8 
v Galatians 3:7 
v Galatians 3:29 

v Jesus is there to help (take hold of, grasp, and sustain) those who are His children by faith
v Thinking there are bloodline benefits is erroneous 
v Thinking that angels are more the focus of the Lord is erroneous 
v Thinking that Jesus diligently cares for His people is spot-on



Jesus is a high priest who suffered and helps His 
suffering people (2:16-18)
17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation 
for the sins of the people.
v To help His children, Jesus needed to become completely like them
v “merciful” - Knowing what His children experience as humans puts Him in a place 

where He can be compassionate as He alleviates the misery they experience
v Being a faithful high priest means that He represents us to God completely and 

f lawlessly



Jesus is a high priest who suffered and helps His 
suffering people (2:16-18)
v By making propitiation, Jesus knows how our sinfulness stirs the righteous wrath of God and how His 

work cleanses our sins and appeases God’s wrath
v “propitiation” – 1. forgive, to make atonement for; 2. show mercy, have pity; propitiate, conciliate, 

expiate 
v This Greek word communicates the idea of atonement, meaning a sacrifice that is both an expiation and a 

propitiation
v The truth that God has righteous wrath that must be appeased is Biblical
v Deuteronomy 4:23–24
v Isaiah 33:13–16 
v Hebrews 10:31 
v Hebrews 12:28–29 

v Jesus provides cleansing and forgiveness, appeasing God’s righteous wrath by completing a merciful 
work that only He could do



Jesus is a high priest who suffered and helps His 
suffering people (2:16-18)
18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted.
v Sadly, we can pout and feel sorry for ourselves thinking that no one, including the 

Lord, can relate to what we’re going through
v In fact, Jesus suffered as a righteous man in ways we can’t relate

v Jesus knows suffering, and He understands what we are going through
v Jesus knows temptation and how to deal with it effectively

v Jesus stands fast on the bank of truth to pull us from despair and defeat
v Galatians 2:20



Questions to Consider

v As you remember the redemptive work of Jesus through communion, how does the 
humble saving work of Jesus encourage you?

v In what ways did you need the help of the saving work of Jesus?
v In what ways do you currently and specifically need the help of Jesus? 
v Are your current needs consistent prayers?
v Why is it important to remember that the offering of Jesus on the cross was a 

propitiation for your sins?
v How can reflecting on the suffering Jesus endured on your behalf help you as you face 

aff lictions and hardships? 
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