
Hebrews 3:1-6
Jesus is Superior to Moses



Moses was faithful in God’s house, and Jesus is 
faithful in saving God’s house (3:1-2)
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling,
• “Therefore” – The writer of Hebrews connects the exemplary 

suffering of Jesus to their effectual calling to the salvation Jesus 
provides (Cf. 2:14-18)
• They are described as “holy brothers” because they were set apart by 

God’s grace to participate in the blessing of being part of the family 
of God by trusting in Jesus
• The “heavenly calling” they received refers to the effectual call of 

God that brought them out of the darkness into the marvelous light 
of Jesus and His saving work
• They are holy brothers receiving a heavenly call to salvation that their 

Savior Jesus suffered to provide



Moses was faithful in God’s house, and Jesus is 
faithful in saving God’s house (3:1-2)
consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession,
• The request that they “consider Jesus” is an encouragement to take the time to 

give worshipful thought to the Person and work of Jesus
• It is easy to take the Person and work of Jesus for granted
• We should be intentional about worshipfully thinking about the work Jesus has done for 

us
• “the apostle” - messenger, envoy, one sent
• Jesus came on God’s redemptive mission, as such He was God’s envoy bringing salvation
• Jesus is the emissary of New Covenant life and promises

• “high priest” – His mission is to grant access to God to the people of the New 
Covenant
• Jesus endured the shame, the suffering, the penalty, the abandonment, and the death so 

that forgiveness, cleansing, and justification could be secured for His people
• Don’t miss the point – those coming to faith in Jesus are not promised a pathway of ease 

and affirmation
• Our great high priest suffered much for us, and He will enable His people to suffer much 

for Him
• “our confession” – the declaration of personal faith and surrender to the work of 

our apostle and high priest



Moses was faithful in God’s house, and Jesus is 
faithful in saving God’s house (3:1-2)
2 who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was 
faithful in all God’s house. 
• The writer of Hebrews affirms the faithfulness of Jesus and the 

faithfulness of Moses to the tasks they were given to fulfill
• A quotation from Numbers 12:7 is included which describes God’s 

affirmation of the faithfulness of Moses when his authority was 
questioned by Aaron and Miriam
• Numbers 12:7 

• “in all God’s house” – A reference to the people of God
• Moses was among the people of God
• But God set Moses out as the leader of His people while being among His 

people
• The eyes of Jesus were focused on God, not the people who oppose Him 

and God’s plan



Moses was an occupant in God’s house, and Jesus is 
the builder of God’s house (3:3-4) 

3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory 
as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 
• Both Jesus and Moses were faithful to God’s call and plan
• But Jesus and Moses do not stand on equal ground
• What holds the place of highest honor?
• The house
• Or the one who designs and builds the house

• Moses was part of the house – the people of God
• Jesus is the designer and builder of the Jews as the people of God and the church 

comprised of both Jews and Gentiles in the New Covenant – the temple of God
• Zechariah 6:12 

• The Apostle Paul addresses those whose teaching will divide and destroy the local 
church in Corinth
• 1 Corinthians 3:16–17 

• Paul describes the mystery of God now revealed, Jew and Gentile are united as 
one new man in Christ – this is New Covenant grace displayed in the church
• Ephesians 2:18–22 

• Jesus is worthy of much more glory as the Builder of this temple, the church in the 
New Covenant



Moses was an occupant in God’s house, and Jesus is 
the builder of God’s house (3:3-4) 
4 (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is 
God.) 
• What we read here is a clear statement of the deity of Jesus Christ
• Who is this Jesus, the builder of all things? 
• Jesus is God
• These ethnically Jewish Christians who are considering turning back to 

Judaism must understand that turning away from Jesus means they are 
turning away from God



Moses was a faithful servant in God’s house, and 
Jesus is a faithful Son ruling God’s house (3:5-6)
5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to 
the things that were to be spoken later, 
• As one among the people of God (“in all God’s house”), Moses is a 

faithful servant of God
• Moses was not innately superior to the people of Israel
• Moses functions as a servant of God among the people of God

• Again, the writer of Hebrews references Numbers 12:7
• Numbers 12:5–9 

• Being a faultfinder with the will and ways of Jesus will not bode well 
for them



Moses was a faithful servant in God’s house, and 
Jesus is a faithful Son ruling God’s house (3:5-6)
• Moses spoke of the prophet like him that would come later (Jesus Christ)
• Deuteronomy 18:15 
• Deuteronomy 18:18–19 

• The writer of Hebrews confirms that Jesus is the fulfillment of this 
prophecy
• Following the transfiguration God spoke about the authority of His Son
• Matthew 17:5 

• To listen indicates honor and obedience
• Refusing to listen and obey is to defy God
6 but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. 
• Jesus isn’t just a faithful servant
• Jesus is a faithful Son
• Jesus isn’t in God’s house
• Jesus is over God’s house 



Moses was a faithful servant in God’s house, and 
Jesus is a faithful Son ruling God’s house (3:5-6)
And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our 
boasting in our hope. 
• New Covenant Christians are part of the house that Jesus builds
• How do we know we are part of the house Jesus builds?
• The proof that it is not just a profession but a possession
• The true people of God persevere
• Colossians 1:21–23 

• True people of God will endure to the end
• Our hope is not self-determination
• Jesus is to be the believer’s confidence and boast of hope
• Romans 5:1–2



Questions to Consider

• In what ways can you do better at giving worshipful thought 
to Jesus throughout the day?

• How is the God-focused faithfulness of Moses and Jesus an 
encouragement to you? 

• Why is it important for us to glorify Jesus above all others as 
the builder of the house (i.e., His temple, the church)?

• How can correction be achieved when we or others become 
faultfinders concerning the will and ways of Jesus?

• How does perseverance help you to know you are part of the 
hope-filled New Covenant temple that Jesus is building?
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